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Signed: ________________ 
 

Date: _______________ 

 

Minutes of the Collyweston Parish Council Monthly Meeting held in 
the Village Hall on Thursday 9th January 2014 at 7.30pm 

 
 

PRESENT: - Councillors: Mrs S. Busby (Chairman), Mrs L. Byrne; Mr J. Baldwin; 

  Ms F. Cowan, Mrs K. Musgrove and Parish Clerk/RFO: Mrs J. Hemingway  
   

   
01. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

None. 
 

02.  MEMBERS’ DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  
None. 
 

03. MEMBER’S REQUEST FOR DISPENSATION  
None. 
 

04. TO APPROVE MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING 12th December 2013 
It was Resolved that the Chairman sign the minutes as a correct representation of the meeting. 
Proposed by Cllr Baldwin.  Seconded by Cllr Musgrove.  Agreed by all. 
 

05. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES  
Cllr Baldwin asked the clerk if he needed to report the trees on Ketton Road, the clerk stated that she 
was dealing with the matter. 
 

06. PUBLIC TIME. 
None. 
 

07. PLANNING 
(a). Northamptonshire County Council Validation List Consultation – the clerk reminded 

Councillors of this consultation that was sent round by email and replies should be sent to Cllr 
Cowan and copying to the Chairman and clerk. 

(b). 13/01790/FUL 17 The Drove First floor extension – Permission has been granted. 
(c). Collyweston Quarry - Cllr Byrne stated that she was having problems viewing the documents 

online for this consultation.  Cllr Cowan will email the link to all members. 
 

08. FINANCE 
(a). Precept 2014/2015 – the budget meeting took place on Tuesday 7

th
 January 2014 resulting in an 

increase of less than 1%, and the following has been proposed:- 
 
Staff Costs – It was Resolved that the Clerk/RFO’s annual salary increased by 1%, home use 
expense increased by inflation and £50 set aside to cover for a temporary clerk if required. 
Proposed by Cllr Cowan.  Seconded by Cllr Baldwin.  Agreed by all. 
 
Section 137 donations – It was Resolved that £400 be allocated to worthy causes that benefit 
the parish. 
Proposed by Cllr Musgrove.  Seconded by Cllr Cowan.  Agreed by all. 
 
It was Resolved that a precept of £17,518 (increase of 0.73% or 55p each month to Band D 
properties) is submitted to East Northamptonshire Council. 
Proposed by Cllr Cowan.  Seconded by Cllr Musgrove.  Agreed by all 
 

(b). Monthly Receipts & Payments plus ICC’s approval 
Receipts  

Description – deposits made since last meeting Amount 

Bank Saver a/c. quarterly interest £ 0.54 

Total deposits  £ 0.54p 
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Signed: ________________ 
 

Date: _______________ 

 

 Payments  

Chq no. Description Amount 

101496 
101497 
101498 
101499 
Mth/10 

East Northamptonshire Council – CPFA small lottery licence 
E.ON – street lighting quarterly supply charge 
Anglian Water – cemetery & playing field water rates 
Mrs J. Hemingway – reimburse clerk for telephone charges/pettycash 
Mrs J. Hemingway – monthly salary plus reimburse home use/internet 

£     20.00 
£   322.87   
£     27.04 
£     84.48 
£   453.61 

 Total of invoices £   908.00 

 
ICC Cllr Byrne examined the invoices, approved them for payment, and confirmed that the monthly 
bank reconciliations were in order. 
 
It was Resolved that the invoices/donations be paid under the Local Government Act 1982 and 
subsequent amended financial legislation:- 
Proposed by Cllr Cowan.  Seconded by Cllr Musgrove.  Agreed by all. 
 

09. POLICE  
Monthly Crime statistics for the parish – No crime in Collyweston during December. 
 

10. CEMETERY/CHURCHYARD 
Cllr Busby reported that – 
Cemetery – The moles are back in force due to the wet weather. 
Churchyard – The Chairman has requested that the Church Council send a letter to the Parish 
Council requesting that a handrail be put in place on the steps into the Churchyard from Back Lane as 
more people are using this entrance now.  The clerk will make enquiries if planning permission is 
required as it is in the conservation area. 

 
11. HIGHWAYS 
(a). Winter gritting programme – the clerk informed the Council that an email was received today 

from Richard Woodhouse regarding the Village shop proposal to buy a gritter.  David Grindley at 
Highways states that they have no problem assuming the parish council take on all the associated 
liabilities, but would only provide a maximum of 2 tonnes of salt per season;  any additional salt 
would be paid for by the parish council.  In addition, if Highways provide the salt any grit bins on 
the agreed salted network within the village will be removed.  Confirmation on how long that this 
agreement will be in place is required.  After a brief discussion the parish council felt that this was 
not suitable as the grit bins are essential to public safety.  The clerk was asked to discuss the 
matter with the Village shop Chairman and proposed snow warden for their opinions before 
making any decision. 

(b). Northamptonshire Highways – the clerk will fill out the Parish Satisfaction questionnaire. 
(c). White line road markings – these are now rapidly disappearing in the parish, and the lack of 

white lines at The Drove/A43 junction are particularly bad especially when turning at night.  The 
clerk will report this. 

12. CORRESPONDENCE  
(a). East Northamptonshire Council’s Town & Parish Briefing – Capping and Local government 

Finance Settlement – the government remains undecided on what level of council tax increases in 
which councils will require a referendum. 

(b). East Northamptonshire Council – Information sessions on Community Infrastructure Levy and 
Neighbourhood Plans is being held on Tuesday 21

st
 and Thursday 30

th
 January at Thrapston.  No 

one is available to attend. 
(c). Mail work at Easton on the Hill Post Office Branch – yet again Royal Mail are trying to take 

away this local sorting office and move it to Peterborough.  The owners of the shop where the post 
office is based estimates that this move will reduce the post office remuneration by 24%, 
dramatically reducing the post office viability.  Local jobs will probably be lost, and the mail delivery 
service will be even later than currently and the standard of service will suffer through the loss of 
local knowledge held by the current team.  The loss of services already withdrawn over the past 
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Signed: ________________ 
 

Date: _______________ 

 

few years, combined with this proposal and other future losses of services has reduced the job 
capacity of the post office already. 

It was Resolved that a letter of objection to Royal Mail’s proposals is written stating that when 
Collyweston Post Office closed, the parish council was assured that Easton on the Hill would remain a 
viable business for the local communities. 
Proposed by Cllr Cowan.  Seconded by Cllr Byrne.   Agreed by all. 
 
The Chairman adjourned the meeting at 8.15pm and restarted at 8.20pm. 
 

13. POLICE 
The Chairman welcomed Sgt Andy Hunt and PCSO Phil Dobson to the meeting. 
Sgt Hunt stated that Collyweston had escaped the crime wave of burglaries, which happened in 
Laxton and surrounding villages towards Corby.  The thieves were able to target houses that were 
empty over the Christmas period. 
 The speed camera van has arrived and the first person to be trained on how to operate the 
camera will start next week. 
 The clerk asked if the police would support a letter to Highways requesting better safety 
signage for the pedestrian crossing in the village.  Vehicles approaching in either direction, especially 
at night, when speeding are only just stopping in time and sometimes not at all.  At this point Cllr 
Busby stated that she was narrowly missed exiting the crossing by a vehicle when returning home 
from the village hall.  Sgt Hunt said he would do a letter of support if it would help with public safety. 
The Chairman thanked the police for their report and they left to attend to business. 
 

14.  SPECIAL PROJECTS 
(a). The Chairman reported that the Christmas Fun Quiz and Raffle was well attended. 
(b). Cllr Byrne reported that the aerial runway (zip wire) was too high for children and some adults to 

use. 

15.  ANY OTHER BUSINESS  
 
16.  NEXT MONTHLY MEETING 
The next monthly meeting is on Thursday 13

th
 February 2014 in the Village Hall at 7.30pm.   

 
 

There being no further business to discuss the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.47pm. 
 


