
COLLYWESTON PARISH COUNCIL 

Report from Flood Fair  

Wednesday 2nd November 2011 at ENC, Thrapston 

 

Introduction 

Councillor Cowan attended this event on behalf of the Parish Council.  

 

Are we at risk of flooding? 

Going by the mapping tool I looked at, Collyweston is at no risk of flooding from the River Welland. 

There are no other known sources of immediate flood risk other than if prolonged heavy rain 

overwhelmed the road drains. If that happens, it’s the Highways Agency we contact – and they 

were not at the Flood Fair.  

 

The mapping tool also looks at ‘topography’ (the shape of the ground) and identified 3 main areas 

at risk of a once-in-30-years flood event. a) Manor Farm b) field next to Woodfield c) playing field 

car park. The most serious risk was (c) – however, unless anyone who’s been here longer than 

me can remember ever having floods there, I suggest no special measures are needed. 

 

Emergency planning - parish 

Do you remember a Parish Emergency Plan we worked on a couple of years ago? We need to 

update that and make sure it’s available should it be needed. You can download the template 

again from http://www.northamptonshire.gov.uk/en/councilservices/fire/eplan/pages/parish.aspx 

 

Emergency planning – home 

You can also download a household Emergency Plan booklet, which I think is worth promoting to 

the community. It includes things like having 2 escape routes from your home * where to meet if 

you can’t get home * friend to contact to say you are safe * where you could stay if you have to 

evacuate * where/how to turn off water/gas/electricity * neighbours who might need help  * 

personal information cards to carry with you * pets’ needs * putting an ‘in case of emergency’ (ICE) 

number on your mobile phone. We could promote this in Colly News. It is hard to find but it’s at 

http://www.northamptonshire.gov.uk/en/councilservices/fire/eadvice/Pages/Preparing.aspx.  

 

Anglian Water give away fat-scrapers, so you can easily scrape cooled fat out of a pan and into a 

suitable bin. There are free drain-traps you can put in your existing sinks/showers to catch hair, 

food scraps etc. I have contact details if we would like a quantity of these to give away. 

 

Pavilion or village hall – anything relevant? 

Anglian Water have posters that could be put on the inside of toilet doors, reminding people what 

not to put down the loo that can cause blockages or need filtering out putting up costs. The old 

posters are pretty disgusting but I left contact details and will be sent new ones.  

There are timer-taps and timer-showers that stop people forgetting to turn off the water. 

 

Proposal 

We consider running a series of tips in Colly News, and offering free items to those who want 

them. No cost to us, but something to start people thinking. 

Fiona Cowan     10/11/11 
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