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Proposed 2 x wind turbines at Ketton  
Report from public meeting on Monday 6th February 2012 

Held at Ketton School at 7.00pm 

Attended by Councillors Susan Manktelow and Fiona Cowan 

on behalf of Collyweston Parish Council 

 

 

Introduction and procedures 

Ketton Parish Council is maintaining a neutral view until a Planning Application is 

actually submitted (expected any time now). However there was no independent 

technical expert at the meeting, nor anyone from REG who intend to apply for 

permission for the turbines. This made it feel a bit one-sided in our opinion. 

If any individual, or the Parish Council as a whole, decides to object, they 

should write direct to Rutland County Council (Nick Thrower, Planning Dept, RCC, 

Catmose, Oakham LE15 6HP) and are advised to copy-in Louise Mensch MP. It 

would also be good to copy-in Ketton Parish Council.  

However, don’t write to anyone till the application is lodged and you can quote 

the reference number. Our 2 reps at the meeting will be informed as soon as it’s 

known the application is in; after that there is only an 8 week determination period so 

we’d need to act quickly - if at all. 

 

Memory refresher: what happened in 2003   

There was another application for 2 x 60m turbines on the same site. The 2 main 

objections were a) health & safety because of emissions so close to Ketton; b) MoD 

concerns about interference with radar signals affecting RAFs Wittering and 

Cottesmore. RCC stated that they would continue to support the MoD objection even 

if it went to Appeal (brave!). The applicant requested a Deferral to give it time to find 

technical answers to the MoD’s objections … and nothing more happened. 

Eventually the application lapsed. 

 In the mid-1980s when ‘no.8’ chimney was seeking permission, Castle 

Cement had to install an Accelerator Tube to take the emissions above any 

structures nearby that would have caused the particles to drop to the ground. It is 

believed that the proposed new turbines would lie in the path of the plume, according 

to the prevailing wind, so ‘grounding’ would happen. 

 

Material considerations  

Policy VT9 in the Rutland Plan states that permission will only be given where it’s in 

a safe location, as unobtrusive as possible, not detrimental to amenity or transport. 

Planning guidelines indicate that the most effective objections will be about: 

 Impact on landscape 

 Impact on historic and natural environment 

 Impact on amenity, noise, flicker 

 Impact on airfields 
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It was stated at the meeting that noise is no longer an issue because technology has 

improved. 

 

Comment: Most people at the meeting were very excited about the inefficiency of 

wind power * the fact that no country shuts down power stations however many 

turbines they put up * that the output claimed by the developer, 4 megawatts, once 

you allow for the fact that 87% of the time it’s not windy enough or too windy for the 

turbines to generate anything, is more likely to be two-thirds of a megawatt * that the 

energy used to construct the turbines won’t be paid back within a year as usually 

quoted… none of these are Planning Considerations. Health & Safety, and the 

impacts listed above, are! 

 

What should we be concerned about?   

 The turbines’ highest point would be 50% taller than the Ketton Cement 

chimney stack – do you think that’s going to have an impact on 

landscape? 

 Half of Ketton would be within 2km of the turbines. All over the world, 

countries are making 2km the minimum distance turbines must be from any 

dwelling or significant structure. This is mainly because accidents are possible 

where whole or bits of blades are thrown off the turbine. The next-door county 

of Lincolnshire has a policy limiting proximity to 700m-2km depending on the 

height of the turbines. Does that worry you? 

 Nowhere in the world have wind turbines been erected in close proximity to an 

industrial chimney. How do you feel about the idea of the plume blowing into 

the turning blades and being dispersed to the ground in the area? 

 

Conclusion   Until the application is actually lodged with Rutland County 

Council, we are all just guessing what details will be in it that we might or might not 

want to object to. Once we know it has been lodged, though, we need to act very 

quickly indeed.  

 

 

Fiona Cowan 7/2/12 


