
King’s Cliffe Local Liaison Group – Augean 

Report from meeting on Wednesday 29
th

 February 2012 

King’s Cliffe Village Hall 
 

Introduction 

Recent meetings have been very crowded, mainly because more of the surrounding 

villages have been allowed to attend. February’s meeting was very poorly attended – 

only 5 people from the villages (including me), no Environment Agency, and county 

councillor Heather Smith sent apologies because she was double-booked. The only 

villages represented were King’s Cliffe, Barrowden, Tixover and Collyweston. 

Personally, I found the small turnout very disappointing. Please note the news about 

a new fund we can apply to for grants, from April 2013.  

 

Augean update 

 Cell 5A has started accepting waste – so far, regular hazardous waste and 

asbestos. LLW (low level radioactive waste) is being buried in Cell 4B.  

 A wire fence was damaged, but the hole cut was too small for a person to get 

through. Augean don’t consider it a security issue. They check it every day. 

 New wheel-wash inside the gates should improve the mud on road problem.  

 Improvements have been made to the waste treatment plant to deal with 

increased dust during hot summer weather.  

 The IPC (Infrastructure & Planning Commission) application for an extension 

of time and ‘void’ (the hole!) is in the final stages and will be submitted by mid-

March. IPC has 28 days to accept the application, then Augean will advertise 

and issue a leaflet locally. This will include any changes made because of the 

consultation and how we can all access the IPC Consultation online. The IPC 

website already has a page about it and there’s more on the Augean website. 

Please note, I obtained permission to send in our comments, despite the 

deadline being weeks ago. Those have now been sent in.  

There have been some delays in all this, caused by IPC who were not quite 

ready for the LLW matters.  

 When the ‘big’ application goes in – the one for the seriously-long 

extension of time – we will need to register on the IPC website in order 

to respond. Currently all we can comment on is whether we believe 

Augean have completed the IPC’s pre-application process correctly. The 

IPC process is designed to be non-adversarial: we would try to influence the 

questions asked by the IPC when they scrutinise the application. National 

Policy about LLW doesn’t exist yet – it’s expected around the end of March. 

The IPC will set up hearings to consider the issues raised, and people 

(possibly including us) invited to these. Final decision is made by the 

Secretary of State. After that, the only recourse for any ‘third parties’ (such as 

WasteWatchers) would be to seek a Judicial Review, and Augean might 



appeal. For clarification about any of this, Augean has set up a helpline 

01904 654989. 

 Over the summer, any big heaps you might have noticed on site were the 

result of digging out and engineering the new cell. Earth and clay were dug 

out and stored, then engineered and put back in compacted form to make the 

cell. It wasn’t waste! 

 Thornhaugh site: an application for longer time and excavation of the 

‘Bradshaw land’ is about to be submitted.  

 

County Council update 

 Community Fund  Augean has to contribute £5 per tonne of LLW to this 

fund, NCC (county council) will administer it, and both have to co-sign any 

grants. It’s different from the Landfill Tax in that it can be used for the costs of 

running projects – including ‘salaries and reasonable expenses’. The money 

collected in the previous 12 months is distributed on 1st April – so this year 

there is practically nothing in the kitty. We’ll be invited to advise on the 

application forms and guidance notes. More info from NCC later. 

 NCC has to review all own policy documents when the national Planning 

Policy Framework comes in and the old PPS (planning policy statements) that 

we used to rely on are abolished. The Localism Act will also have an effect.  

 

Next meeting 

This has been pencilled in for Wednesday 2nd May, subject to checking with the 

county councillor’s diary first.  

 

Fiona Cowan 

2 March 2012 


