
East Northants Resource Management Facility   
(aka King’s Cliffe hazardous waste landfill) 

Local Liaison Group meeting report 
Wednesday 4th December 2013 at King’s Cliffe village hall 
 
Present: representatives from Northamptonshire County Council (NCC) minerals & 
waste department, East Northamptonshire Council (ENC) environmental protection 
(formerly environmental health), Environment Agency (EA), Augean plc (who run the 
site), the parish councils of King’s Cliffe, Easton on the Hill and Collyweston, and 
county councillor Heather Smith. 
 
Site operator’s report:  

 The latest cell, called 5b, is ready to go but still awaiting a permit from EA 
before they can start filling it with waste. 

 New mixing system is being installed. It’s used for soil stabilisation when re-
using soils in engineering the cells and capping them. The new one is needed 
because the old system was ‘unreliable’.  

 LLW (ie the low-level radioactive waste) has been coming in all year, 300 
tonnes, about twice as much as last year although the market is still slower 
than expected.  

 Joint monitoring with EA: Both parties took samples and had them 
analysed, so they can compare notes (and check that Augean isn’t cheating!). 
They’ll do another one in March. (Results in EA report, see below.) * 

 New sludge lagoon has cost £450k. Some waste, eg from dredging, arrives 
in the form of sludge. The liquid is separated out, the solid wastes (eg heavy 
metals from old industrial works) processed for disposal in the site, and the 
liquid is mixed with lime which binds it into a solid for disposal too. The 
amount of sludge coming in has been increasing so EA advised creating a 
permanent ‘lagoon’ to contain it while it awaits processing.   

 New CEO is making changes, rationalising transfers, closing some sites (not 
ours!) and focusing on processes generally. 

 Variation of Permit applications expected next year. Routine, don’t worry. 

 Open Day attended by 10 people, mostly from parish councils who don’t 
normally engage with this site. EA attended the day. A success. 

 
Community Fund: Money is in, and most of this year’s has already been 
distributed. Our district councillor had been asked to pass on the Application 
Form … I now have a hard copy (from the county councillor) and have requested 
an electronic one from NCC. The local panel which awards Landfill Tax grants 
had agreed to process this Fund too, however the 2 applications received from 
King’s Cliffe groups failed to trigger a meeting; rather than sit on these Cllr Smith 
decided to approve them herself. There’s only £700 left of this year’s pot, but 
there will be more next year and she also has her own Empowering Councils 
fund with which she can top-up applications. She has stated that she particularly 
wants applications from villages other than King’s Cliffe next!  
     The good news is that SWEET is being taken over by GreenScape, which 
we’re told is a much more professional organisation. Oh, and there will be a lot 
more money in the Fund next year.  
 



Environment Agency: 

 Funding: EA has had to cut 50% of staff and has lost a huge amount of 
funding. The £30k allocated for next year’s monitoring is not safe. If it is 
taken back, EA will look to incorporate monitoring around the landfill, less 
extensive than what they’ve been doing. The level and extent of current 
monitoring this site has is greater than that for nuclear power stations!  

 Variation of Radiation Permit: EA is setting out what Augean needs to 
put in place. Expected to be agreed in the 2nd quarter of 2014. 

 Major audit is planned in the next couple of months. The latest quarterly 
report was all OK. 

 Hazardous waste: groundwater monitoring data has been collated and 
analysed, and the water is pure enough to be safe to drink.  

 * Joint monitoring: chemicals found in high concentrations in water 
showed a high correlation between Augean and EA results, medium 
concentrations showed ‘OK’ correlation, and trace concentrations ‘poor’ 
correlation. However, this is expected. Any serious threats would show up 
in the highest-concentration chemicals. Also, the difficulty of equipment to 
measure tiny quantities (eg parts per trillion) is a limiting factor. This 
exercise will be repeated in March – and the funding is ring-fenced. 

 Leechate: in the last 2 years increased rainfall caused levels to rise too 
much. EA required Augean to reduce these, which they did. This year, 
leechate levels are well down. Pumps etc will keep levels below the 
permitted level at all times, and Progressive Capping (covering over the 
waste as it’s filling up, so rainwater runs off the surface) will also help. 

 Soil treatment plant: EA keeps suggesting improvements, which Augean 
implements, including minimising dust at source rather than suppressing it. 

 New western extension: Augean’s consultants did geotechnical tests to 
assess core samples from the new area. EA’s geotechnicians took their 
own samples too. The EA permit for the extension hasn’t been issued yet. 

 
ENC Environmental Protection: nothing to report 
 
NCC Minerals & Waste: Minerals & Waste Local Plan is at Submission Document 
Stage, with inspection due at the end of March. The western extension application 
was too late to be included in it, unfortunately. 
 
Next meeting: Wednesday 11th June.  
 
My comments:  

 I regret that more of the parish councils who seemed so bothered about the 
LLW don’t bother to attend meetings any more.  

 The district councillor never attends either, which is disappointing.  

 Although Mr Leuchars from King’s Cliffe Parish Council continues to scrutinise 
all the technical information very carefully, he seems to have softened his 
previously aggressive attitude and meetings are a lot less fraught than they 
used to be.  

 
Report by Fiona Cowan      5/12/13 


