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Minutes of the Collyweston Parish Council Annual Village Meeting 
held in the Village Hall on Thursday 24th April 2014 at 7.30pm 

 
 

PRESENT: - Councillors: –  Mrs S. Busby (Chairman), Mrs L. Byrne (Vice Chairman),   

   Mr J. Baldwin, Mrs K. Musgrove, County Cllr. Smith, 
   District Cllr. Bradberry and the Clerk Mrs J. Hemingway. 
   6 public members were in attendance 

  
01 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
None. 
 

02 MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING 25th April 2013 
It was Resolved that the minutes were signed as a correct record. 
Proposed Cllr. Cowan.  Seconded Cllr. Byrne.                         Agreed by all. 
 

03 COUNTY COUNCILLOR’S REPORT: - Cllr Heather Smith  
I was re-elected last May and Northampton County Council reduced the number of Councillors from 
73 to 57, as a result I now represent 22 villages and Oundle.  My area has 6 District Councillors 
representing the same area. 

Highways Maintenance Initiative - Many of you will have noticed the deterioration of our 
road network over the winter months. It is a constant battle, especially with the unusually high levels of 
rainfall over the past two seasons. Our highways staff are working hard to repair our network, now that 
the weather is improving. March 2014 saw Northamptonshire County Council being allocated an extra 
£1.5 million from a national pot of £140 million to repair our roads and party due to the persistent 
efforts and campaign of Northampton North MP, Michael Ellis, and the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
announced a further £200 million fund for local authorities to bid from. Our County Council will be 
bidding strongly from this fund.  
 New Generation Superfast Broadband - At the beginning of February, Culture, Media and 
Sport Minister, Ed Vaisey came to Towcester to officially launch our County’s New Generation 
Superfast Broadband Project. We are the first in the Country to begin works on this type of project. 
The introduction of Superfast to the rest of the County bringing broadband speeds of up to 30mbs is 
now underway. This development represents a key technological and infrastructural foundation for the 
future economical wellbeing of our county where 90% of our county, especially rural areas, will feel the 
benefits of this exciting infrastructural programme by the end of next year. We are currently working on 
another bid to get funds to ensure around 98% of the county gets covered by the end of 2017 

International Women’s Cycling Tour - As the National Women’s Cycle tour race date on 7
th
 

May nears, the itinerary has already been organised. This prestigious and elite sporting event 
including Olympic and world champion cyclists will be going through quite a number of 
Northamptonshire villages. The competition will be in five stages The first stage of the race will be 
launched on 7

th
 May from Oundle and go through villages such as Lower Benefield, Brigstock, Grafton 

Underwood, Boughton House, Geddington, Rushton, Desborough, Harrington, Lamport, Brixworth, 
Spratton, Chapel Brampton, Church Brampton, Althorp House, Great Brington, Little Brington, 
Nobottle, Kisslingbury, Rothersthorpe, Milton Malsor, East Hunsbury, Wooton, Great Houghton and 
ending in Northampton, The second stage on 8

th
 May will go through Welford, Naseby, Cottesbrook, 

Brixworth,Holcot, Sywell, Mears Ashby, and Wilby, Great Doddington, Wollaston before finishing off in 
Bedford. Northamptonshire is a beautiful place to live and a county that we can be proud of. This is an 
opportunity for our County to be showcased and an opportunity to engage and enthuse young people, 
especially girls, to take up a sport such as cycling. The start in Oundle will be 11am and Oundle Town 
Council are organising a number of events in the days before the 7th May. Full details can be found on 
their website. 

Empowering Councillors Scheme - Our Empowering Councillors scheme is as popular as 
ever. Countywide we have funded well over 2000 community projects to the tune of over £2million. 
The new year is just starting so if you have any community projects do remember to tell me about 
them as I may be able to help. In addition to this scheme I also administer the money coming from the 
Augean waste site in connection with the low level radioactive waste. Although parishes eligible to 
apply have to be within a 10 mile radius of the site it has been agreed that priority will be given to 
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those parishes within a 5 mile radius. I am keen that this money be used to help support local groups 
to remain viable.  During the past year I granted funds from the Augean fund to Kings Cliffe Active and 
Underground to help with their running costs. I am also in the process of supporting Chat which 
organizes confidential professional counselling for youngsters from 9 – 25 in North East 
Northamptonshire. The majority of referrals come through the local schools.  I am currently awaiting 
funds for 2014/15 

Education in North East Northamptonshire - Locally a big issue has been the consultation 
on a possible change in the education system from 3 tier to 2 tier and the closure of the middle school 
in Kings Cliffe. This is the only part of the County still operating a lower, middle and upper school 
system. The first decision was made on the principle of change a couple of weeks ago that we are to 
change to 2 tier. ... There are no plans to close any of the rural lower schools and detailed discussions 
with each school are starting on how to change to just a Primary school for 4 -11 and the middle 
schools will disappear, probably in September 2015. Prince William would then take the children from 
age 11 instead of 13. A building programme will be needed 
The closure of the middle school in Kings Cliffe is likely to happen at the end of this summer term. We 
are currently in the middle of the statutory closure notice period  

The education results in this part of the County at both middle schools and upper school are 
simply not good enough, we need a step change to improve standards with everyone working 
together. Currently the overall results from these schools are in the bottom 30% for the County, I want 
to see us in the top 30% and this is what the change is all about.  I am confident that after the Easter 
break discussions will commence on building a new 4-11 school in Kings Cliffe on the middle school 
site.  
 
The Chairman thanked Cllr. Smith for her report and she left the meeting to attend another one at 
Oundle Town Council. 
 

04 CHAIRMAN’S REPORT: - Cllr Shelagh Busby 
This year has once more raced by.  There does not seem to be much to report although we have been 
just as busy as ever. 
 We managed to keep the precept to a minimum despite just about everything we deal with 
becoming more expensive.  The cemetery/churchyard contractor was the exception to this rule and 
has kept his prices low, whilst doing the work to his usual high standard.  I offer our thanks to Mr 
Garner on behalf of the parish. 
 Once more the hardest work has been with various aspects of planning despite keeping our 
comments strictly to planning rules.  We still seem to lose out to ENC’s idea of things that fit in with the 
local area.  We would be most unhappy to see our village destroyed with unsuitable plans being 
allowed.  The affordable homes are almost complete and I understand have already been allocated. 
 We are still looking for more Parish Councillors, Mrs Musgrove came forward to fill one 
vacancy and has been involved right from the start with everything, I would like to thank all the 
councillors for their work, with not having enough members we do struggle with all the work, but we all 
have different skills, so everything gets done. We are supposed to have 7 members and as we only 
have 5 it can get a bit tricky to have a quorum. 
 As usual our clerk is the glue that holds it all together, she has had a very difficult time with 
family illness just lately, but still manages to keep everything up to date.  Many thanks to her. 

05  DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT – Cllr Pauline Bradberry 
I sit as Chairman of Development Control and on committees of Rockingham Motor Speedway, 
Licensing plus the Joint Services Complaints Committee. 
 With regard to the Planning Department, Development Control sits every three weeks 
throughout the year.  East Northamptonshire District Council has had an increase of large housing 
applications over the last year which continues to grow in the District. 
 I’m sure you are aware of the continued fight over the wind farm application at Lyvedon New 
Bield.  We have taken this on with English Heritage and the National Trust and has, so far, gone in our 
favour denying the application in the High Court.  But, it now goes back to the Inspectorate. 
 An application is being considered for Rushden Skew Bridge for a large venue for water 
sports, a hotel and a shopping centre.  Stanwick Lakes is now a great place for wild life, children’s’ 
entertainment, relaxation and also has a good eating venue. 
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 Nearer to home, of course is the prospect of Forest Holidays putting in an application for 84 
superior chalets.  Barnwell Lakes (formerly Oundle Marina) is also another large application, all of 
which helps tourism for the district.  
 Council Tax for ENDC has been frozen for the third year running. 
 The “Nene Valley News” has ceased as the government thinks that council-run newspapers’ 
are political.  However, it has been taken over by an independent company and is now being 
produced. 
 In an effort to carry on with cost-cutting without affecting front-line services, we continue to 
look at shared services alongside those already in operation. 
 
Cllr Bradberry invited questions from the gallery and a volunteer from the Village Shop expressed 
concern that the proposed Forest Homes at Fineshade would have an impact on the shop’s income, 
along with increased traffic on the A43.  Cllr Bradberry stated that until a planning application is 
received by ENDC no action can be taken. 
 
The Chairman thanked Cllr Bradberry for her report. 

 
06 POLICE  
No one available to attend. 
 

07 VILLAGE GROUPS’ REPORTS 
a. Collyweston Footpath Warden – Report by David Close.  The Right of Way on Ketton Road, 

known as the Willow Walk, has a problem with a spring pouring water over it.  Signs have 
disappeared or the wrong ones put up, and I am trying very hard to get this all fixed, but struggle 
get through to the right person at County Council. 

b. Collyweston Ramblers – Report by David Close and John Baldwin. 
Ramblers are progressing, but new leaders are wanted for walks.  Walks locally of about 5 miles 
in length are still taking place on fortnightly Sundays.  These are reasonably well supported 
although it is disappointing that so few Collyweston residents are joining us. 
 Last year the group enjoyed a weekend away walking in Oxford and the surrounding area,  
This year it is planned to organise a weekend in the Vale of Evesham. 

c. CHAPS – Report by David Close on behalf of Chairman Brian Andrews. 
Our village hall has been booked for Saturday and Sunday 2

nd
/3

rd
 August to honour our village 

World War One fallen, those that returned, the wounded, ex-Prisoners of War and all with horrific 
memories to live with.  Where possible a display of service records, photographs, where they lived 
in the village, trade pre/post war on our newly donated display boards, thanks to Sandra and Paul 
Johnson.  Any memorabilia we already possess will also be displayed. 
 It will also be CHAPS Silver Anniversary and we are trying to record history for the 25 years, 
displaying our previous year’s talks with posters and pictures of other weekend exhibitions we 
have managed and of course our Village. 
 Over the past year we have had presentations on New Life into Old Homes by Mr Paul Palmer 
the Empty Homes Officer for East Northamptonshire District Council; The Stamford Canal 
presented by Dr Barry Barton a highly qualified civil engineer; The Colourful History of Stamford 
Corn Exchange by Mr Mike Lee, who was the prime mover in this. 
 Our speaker for 2

nd
 June 2014 is Mr Chris Gardener the Natural England Warden of our local 

Nature Reserve speaking on The History of Collyweston Great Wood. 
d. Collyweston Museum – a hand plough has been bought to add to the farming display.  Thanks to 

Jim Kennett, the Village Bier, purchased by public subscription in 1913, has had the two front 
wheels replaced by someone he knew at a reasonable cost. 

e. St. Andrews Church, Collyweston – Report by Church Warden Peter Sauntson.  
This, the sixth report of our tenure as Church wardens, marks a change in the status of the Church 
in Collyweston.  We became members of the Benefice of Kings Cliffe with a delightful licensing 
service on Ascension Day, May 13

th
 2013. 

 Since that occasion we have enjoyed a varied and entertaining succession of services from 
several different priests and readers and it all seems to have been well received by our 
congregation.  We are beginning to feel a part of the Benefice rather that a reluctant side-line. 
 There have inevitably been changes; the children’s church, which had begun to be successful 
has reluctantly been suspended as there is no one at present to run it.  There is, however a 
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children’s section of the church in Kings Cliffe which is open to youngsters from this parish, but as 
far as is known there have been no takers to date. 
 Another change has been to the service on the first Sunday of each month of each month 
where we no longer have a regular Eucharist at Collyweston; participants are invited to whichever 
church is holding the benefice service, which to date has been Kings Cliffe.  It is too early to say 
how this is working with respect to Collyweston. 
 In addition to our normal services we were fortunate in having two weddings during the year.  
As well as being joyous occasions they also add to our meagre coffers.  Sadly, although we only 
held one funeral, we have lost a number of our parishioners in the past year, notably Jean 
Sowerby, Roy and Sylvia White and Richard Cooper all of whom were supporters both physically 
and financially.  There was one baptism and one parishioner confirmed last month at Kings Cliffe. 
 We have also had to say goodbye to both Lynda and her family now that she has been 
ordained and also the Ibbotts.  Both families were heavily involved in the children’s church and 
Parochial Church Council. 
 This is also a reminder that our congregation in not only dwindling in numbers, but increasing 
in maturity and once again we must remind ourselves that new members are desperately needed, 
not only to swell the numbers in church, but to aid the finances.  That having been said, our Carol 
Service at Christmas was well attended so that should encourage us to feel that there is an 
untapped source not far away. 
 On a social front, the fete was a success as was the St. Andrew’s Night celebration last 
November; as an observation, though there were fewer than 20% of the even’s participants at the 
Patronal Festival the next day. 
 There has been very little maintenance needed or carried out this year.  The south wall of the 
nave now shows up the poor condition of the north wall and this must be addressed before too 
long.  The churchyard continues to be well maintained by the Parish Council and one of the walls 
on the south side has had to be rebuilt following its collapse under an excess of ivy.  This was paid 
for by the owner of the garden on the other side of the wall. 
 Deirdre and I would like to thank everyone for their support his last year and our grateful 
thanks go also to Reverend Philip Davies for his assistance and encouragement. 

f. Village Hall Management Committee – Report by Chairman Ms Fiona Cowan. 
We remain grateful to our regular hirers, whose steady income is a blessing during tough 
economic times. As you’ll shortly hear, we are more in need of you than ever! 
 Somehow we managed not to put our hire charges up, and we still offer generous discounts to 
local hirers, and a free first meeting for any new village group trying to get started.  
 The Emergency Escape Route is fully operational, and instructions are in a booklet just inside 
the main hall door. Signage outside makes it clear where everyone would have to go, and the 
emergency lighting outside, and a clockwork-powered torch, will ensure we can see where we’re 
going even in the dark.  
 Waste recycling has proved a bit of a challenge, only when we had 2 very popular hires over 
the same weekend, producing humungous quantities of rubbish. However, we’ve come to an 
arrangement with ‘a neighbour’ which means we should be able to deal with ‘gluts’ of that sort 
more readily in future. And we’ll try not to have more than one hire per weekend as well… 
 This year we have several infrastructure issues to deal with: a broken roof tile on the porch, 
and a malfunctioning drain which will be expensive to sort no matter how we do it. We’d also 
hoped to have the main hall floor sanded and re-sealed this coming year, although because of the 
other two things this may not be affordable. We’re also hoping to obtain grant funding for new 
seating to go with the more user-friendly tables … it’s just a matter of committee members having 
time to do the research. Any help with this would be much appreciated – along with suggestions 
for fundraising/entertainment/other sorts of event that you or your family would like us to hold. 
 As chairman, I’d like to thank the other committee members for their tireless efforts to keep 
this community venue going. Collyweston would be a darker, lonelier place to live if it weren’t for 
this hall, and I sincerely hope it can continue to provide a warm, friendly, fun place to socialise for 
many years to come. 
 Our Annual General Meeting is on Wednesday 27

th
 June, here in the hall. We don’t assume 

that everyone who comes along to watch, or even to vote, wants to join the committee! But you 
will be made very welcome. 

g. Community Village Shop – Report by the Volunteer on behalf of Chairman Paul Johnson 
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The shop has been going almost 4 years now and is an important focal point for the village 
together with the Church and the Collyweston Slater.  Trade has increased dramatically, in the last 
year it has increased by 12.5%, in the previous year by 31.4% and since year 1 it has increased 
by 120%.  We are now making a small profit each month and have reserves to spend on worthy 
projects within the village. 
 The shop was refitted last year which gave more shelf space and a better shopping 
experience.  We now offer a wider range of goods and greater volume and we are introducing new 
lines as they become available, particularly seasonal vegetables.  We are happy to provide display 
space for local societies including CHAS, CPFA, Village Hall and Ramblers, sell tickets for the 
Church events and Panto, and display posters for other local events. 
 We have given money back to the village from the small change collection pot, approximately 
£200 in 2013/14.  This will be given to the Church, CPFA, Village Hall, Panto Players and CHAPS 
shortly.  During the year we replaced the bench on Main Road outside The Slater in conjunction 
with the Sowerby family in memory of Jean Sowerby. 
 We had planned to provide a gritter to grit the streets throughout the village, money was set 
aside and Andrew West had agreed to tow it with his quad bike, but unfortunately this project has 
been shelved for now as we are unable to obtain insurance cover.  We are therefore looking into 
organising a Party for the elderly and a children’s party in conjunction with The Slater. 
 We are in year 4 of a 6 year lease and need to plan ahead for the next phase of the project.  
We need more volunteers and people to go on the committee, new blood, new ideas, and younger 
people.  If you are interested please speak to Rachel or any committee member.  In particular a 
bookkeeper/treasurer is required immediately. 
 We sell fresh sandwiches made every day by The Slater, good to see inter-village trade.  
Fresh vegetables are now available through a new supplier and local meat arrives daily from 
Nelsons and Grasmere.  We also stock ready meals from Cook Shop, all at no extra cost, orders 
can be taken. 
 We held a Christmas Fayre with many happy customers getting their festive goodies through 
the shop which boosted trade significantly.  We also had a number of new customers from outside 
the village, particularly Duddington, Ketton and Easton on the Hill together with holiday trade from 
the caravan sites on Slate Drift and Fineshade. 
 We could not do these things without support from the Committee, Rachel the manager, 
Volunteers and our customers to whom we are most grateful. 

h. Collyweston Players – Report by Mrs Busby  
Happy to report we go from strength to strength, with making a little profit each year, which is 
ploughed straight back in to either the hall or to purchase items towards the next show.  This year 
we will need to buy a new extension to the stage as the “temporary” 27 year old one has finally 
given up. 
 Our members’ age range is from 7 to 790 and everyone seems to enjoy it.  We put on a 
murder mystery and Faulty towers play in November last year, and this year’s Panto was Snow 
White and the Seven Dwarves.  This time I don’t need to appeal for new members as we have a 
committee of 7 and over 30 actors or stage crew with new ones coming forward each year. 
 The three performances of the Panto were well attended, but overall the shows I was 
disappointed to see Collyweston’s support amounted to 15 people.  Local people seem to have 
difficulty finding the Village Hall.   
 So thanks to all those that did support us, especially The Collyweston Slater who welcomed 
us to an after show party. 

i. Collyweston News – No one present but Peter Sauntson (who staples the magazine together 
and organizes the delivery volunteers) reported that due to Sandra and Paul Johnson retiring from 
their business the printing of the magazine is done, somewhat reluctantly by Richardson’s in 
Stamford.  This has resulted in less pages in the monthly magazine.  The finances are reasonable.  
Many residents state that they don’t know what goes on in Collyweston, and the answer is, you 
have the magazine come through your letter box every month, if you don’t read it, then I am afraid 
the fault is yours.  

j. Collyweston Playing Field Association – Report by Chairman Mrs Busby  
Not much to report this year, we still keep the safety checks up to date on the equipment as this is 
required by law. 
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 We will soon have to start stronger fundraising towards the sports building as we are 
committed to this and the alterations to the car parking area.  We had a very successful Christmas 
raffle and quiz held once more at the Collyweston Slater and the event was well attended. 
 We have had to introduce a “Dogs on Leads” policy because of one or two incidents, but this 
does not seem to be working, some people have been asked to obey the signs, but seem to think 
the notice does not apply to them. 
 Now once more I have to appeal for more committee members, two of our number have left 
the area so we really do not have enough people to go ahead with any major fundraisers at the 
moment.  Ideally parents with children who use the facilities would be great. 
 The play area is just as well used as every by all age groups.  Thanks to the remaining 
committee and to all the people who support us. 

  
The Chairman asked if there was any further parish business to discuss: -  
a. An electorate had hoped the Police would be in attendance to discuss the harassment of 

residents and vandalism that appears to be happening in the village.  The Chairman stated that 
the Parish Council takes both items seriously and the clerk has been in contact with the Police by 
email.  Hopefully a representative will be at the next Council meeting in May. 

b. An electorate brought to the attention of the Council that parking on Collyns Way is making the 
residents lives more difficult.  Lack of consideration by some residents and the workers from the 
new affordable housing on The Drove means the footpaths are being blocked for pedestrians and 
some residents are unable to access their off road parking areas.  The clerk will email the Police 
and County Council to see if these two authorities along with the Council can find a solution to the 
problem. 

 
With no further business to be discussed the Chairman thanked everyone for attending and giving 

reports then closed the meeting at 8.25pm. 
 

 
 
 


