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Minutes of the Collyweston Parish Council Monthly Meeting  
held in the Village Hall on Thursday 8th May 2014 at 7.30pm 

 
 
 

PRESENT: - Councillors: Mrs S. Busby (Chairman), Mrs L. Byrne, Ms F. Cowan, 

  Mr J. Baldwin and Parish Clerk/RFO: Mrs J. Hemingway  
   
   
01. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
Cllr K. Musgrove. 
 

02.  MEMBERS’ DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST - None. 
 

03. MEMBER’S REQUEST FOR DISPENSATION - None. 

 

04. TO APPROVE MINUTES OF MEETING 10th April 2014 
It was Resolved that the minutes were a correct record of the meeting. 
Proposed by Cllr Cowan. Seconded by Cllr Byrne.   Agreed by all. 
 

05. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES 

The Chairman reported that there is still a problem with overhanging trees on Main Road near the old 
school.  In addition, although the trees have been cut on The Drove (opposite Westonville) they are 
still encroaching on the street light. 
The Clerk will contact the owners again and something will be put in the magazine. 
 

06. PUBLIC TIME - None. 

 

07. PLANNING 
(a). 14/00454/FUL 65 Main Road – The clerk reported that planning permission has been granted. 
(b). 14/00908/LBC & 14/909/FUL 82 Main Road – No objection submitted by Council. 
(c). 14/00035/MINFUL Collyweston Quarry – The clerk informed members that the deadline for 

comments back to Northants County Council is 1
st
 July.   

(d). 14/00760/LBC 28 High Street – Unfortunately the folder did not get back to the Chairman on time 
for the Council to comment.  However, there would have been a No Objection submitted. 

(e). Section 106 Agreements and the Community Infrastructure Levy report by Cllr Cowan -.this 
report was emailed to all members and will be available on the website. 

Introduction and definitions 
Councillor Cowan attended this event on behalf of the Parish Council. The speaker was Lance 
Wiggins of consultancy Landmark Planning, who has worked both as a local authority planning officer 
and for large developers.  
 
Section 106 Agreements are usually negotiated between the local authority and the developer. The 
developer agrees to pay a sum or give land or some other kind of benefit to mitigate the impact of 
more people living in a community. The agreement specifies what the money is to be spent on, and a 
deadline for spending it. Each agreement is unique. 
 
Community Infrastructure Levy is money the developer has to pay, according to a scale of 
published charges, based usually on an amount per square metre. This goes into a ‘pot’ which parish 
and other councils can apply to dip into, to pay for ‘infrastructure’. The things applied for must be 
shown to be needed to make that particular scheme acceptable.  
 
What policies are relevant to S106 and CIL? 
In order of importance – and therefore, of the weight given to the policies – these are: 

1. The National Planning Policy Framework – aka NPPF - (Error! Reference source not 

found.) 

2. Minerals & Waste Local Development Frameworks/M&W Local Plans* 

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/6077/2116950.pdf
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3. Local Development Frameworks / Local Plans 

4. Neighbourhood Plans (Planning Obligations and CIL policies) 

* Minerals and waste planning applications normally secure their obligations by Condition rather than 
Section 106 agreement. They may make good some environmental damage, but not hand over any 
actual money. 
 
Section 106 Agreements – what has changed? 
It is now more common for town or parish councils to be signatories to S106s and therefore to 
contribute to the drafting of the details. Not every local authority allows this – it is not yet known what 
East Northants Council’s attitude is to involving parish councils. The key strategy document to refer to 
is the North Northamptonshire Core Spatial Strategy.  

3. NPPF was published in March 2012, less than 60 pages replacing a whole library of guidance 

and statements. LDFs can now, the government says, be called Local Plans again. Think of it 

as a virtual folder of documents providing the local planning policy guidance for your area. The 

North Northamptonshire Core Spatial Strategy is the main part. Other parts talk about site-

specific allocations, development control policies, area action plans, and (on page 37) 

Infrastructure and Developer Contributions (although it may be called something slightly 

different). That last named element is what tells us what we could ask for under a S106 in 

Collyweston. 

4. Neighbourhood Plans can contain infrastructure/developer contribution policies. 

In addition, S106 contributions must now be spent in the locality of the development – not swept into a 
general kitty for the local authority to spend where or how it likes. Most local authorities now have a 
Section 106 Monitoring Officer whose job is to account for all the S106 monies, whether paid yet, 
and what they have been spent on. (It is not yet known whether ENC has such an officer.) If there is 
no S106 Monitoring Officer  a Planning Officer can find out if the parish is owed anything. 
How much can be asked for under a S106? 
Usually there’s a threshold – often the local authority states that fewer than 10 houses won’t require a 
S106, which leads to lots of applications for 9 houses. In some rural areas where larger developments 
are less practical, local authorities have lowered the threshold so they get at least some financial 
contribution from developers. For example, in Harborough District, the threshold is one dwelling. If you 
want to build a house there the CIL is £29,000. 
     Most infrastructure is still paid for by central government rather than by developers.  
 
Planning Appeals 
The speaker believes parish councils will find themselves getting more involved in Appeals than they 
used to; this should be seen as a positive thing.  
     Rather than just ‘object’ to an application, it is important to consider what improvements to 
infrastructure would make it acceptable for the community if permission were granted; that could form 
the basis of a S106 to deliver those improvements with some local input to the details. Obviously care 
must be taken still to make it clear that you DO object.  
 
How do you know if what you’re asking for is allowed under the rules? 
There is a new test called Regulation 122: A planning obligation may only constitute a reason for 
granting planning permission for the development if the obligation is—  
(a) necessary to make the development acceptable in planning terms; 
(b) directly related to the development; and 
(c) fairly and reasonably related in scale and kind to the development. 
      
Final thoughts 
The definition of ‘infrastructure’ includes the following: education * highways improvements * waste * 
libraries * open space * Police * fire & rescue * affordable housing on site * healthcare * public art. 
     The government had intended S106 to be phased out as the sole option for developer contributions 
by now. But the poor take-up by local authorities has meant the deadline is now the end of 2015. Until 
then, both CIL and S106 will be allowed.  
 
Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) 

http://www.nnjpu.org.uk/docs/Adopted%20CSS%20Final%20Proof.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/6077/2116950.pdf
http://www.nnjpu.org.uk/docs/Adopted%20CSS%20Final%20Proof.pdf
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Originally CIL was intended to bring flexibility and certainty to the system, and as such developers 
were in favour – in principle. But some CILs have been set so high that they now often struggle to 
justify development because there is no longer enough profit in it – ie it’s not viable. The only 
infrastructure that CIL can not be spent on is affordable housing. 
 
What if ENC ignores the parish council response to the consultation about CIL rates? 
The proposed scale of charges still has to go to Public Inquiry stage, so the parish council has another 
opportunity to explain to the Inspector (again) why we fear that overloading CIL in the rural north of the 
district will effectively stop all development. That would run contrary to the government’s intentions, so 
is a strong argument. 
 
What legislation is relevant?  

 2008 Planning Act 

 2011 Localism Act 

 CIL Regulations (and amendments) 2010, 2011, 2012 
You will also find CIL linked to Policies 5 and 6 of the adopted North Northamptonshire Core Spatial 
Strategy. 
Is any kind of development exempt from CIL? 
Charities and affordable housing, basically. The developer needs to apply for Social Housing Relief.  
Where it’s been adopted, how is CIL working in practice? 
Newark & Sherwood has CIL up and running, and apparently it works well there. In Kettering, they 
decided to apply CIL only to residential and retail development; factories or anything purely for leisure 
etc are zero rated. In practice this means: 
Residential – an average 4-bedroom house in what is zoned as an upmarket area, 160m

2 
@ £100/m

2
 

= £16,000. In Kettering town the CIL is only £50, so half that for the same size house. 
Retail – developments over 280m

2 
are £125/m

2
, developments in Kettering town are £60/m

2 
and in 

small towns or villages they are zero rated. 
 

08. FINANCE 
(a). Monthly Receipts & Payments plus ICC’s approval 

Receipts  

Description – deposits made since last meeting Amount 

East Northamptonshire Council – 1
st
 half of precept £8,759.00 

Total deposits  £8,759.00 
  

Payments  

Chq no. Description Amount 

101518 
101519 
101520 
101521 
101522 
101523 
Mth/03 

Npower – playing field electricity bill for 5 months 
Coleman’s of Stamford – stationery order (two invoices) 
E.ON Energy Solutions Ltd – quarter footpath lighting maintenance fee 
Northants CALC – members training fee (S106 & CIL – planning) 
Ms Fl. Cowan – members travelling allowance 
Anglian Water – cemetery water rates 
Mrs J. Hemingway – monthly salary plus reimburse home use/internet 

£   18.18 
£   58.96 
£ 170.86 
£   39.00 
£   41.40 
£   13.93 
£ 453.61 

 Total of invoices £ 795.94p 

 
ICC Cllr Byrne examined the monthly invoices, approved them for payment, and confirmed that the 
monthly bank reconciliations were in order. 
 
It was Resolved that the invoices be paid under the Local Government Act 1982 and subsequent 
amended financial legislation:- 
Proposed by Cllr Baldwin.  Seconded by Cllr Cowan.  Agreed by all. 
 
(b). Allocating monies for Members’/Clerk’s Training – the RFO explained that the budget for this 

year stands at £116, and recommended that the Council should consider transferring the Collyns 
Way general fund amount of £120 to the training general fund. 

It was Resolved that the recommendation made by the RFO should take place as of this meeting. 
Proposed by Cllr Busby.  Seconded by Cllr Baldwin.  Agreed by all. 

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2008/29/contents
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2011/20/contents
https://www.gov.uk/government/policies/giving-communities-more-power-in-planning-local-development/supporting-pages/community-infrastructure-levy
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2011/987/made
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukdsi/2012/9780111529270
http://www.nnjpu.org.uk/docs/Adopted%20CSS%20Final%20Proof.pdf
http://www.nnjpu.org.uk/docs/Adopted%20CSS%20Final%20Proof.pdf
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(c). Employee’s standing order amendment – after a brief discussion with the RFO it was agreed to 
leave the standing order as it is, and make any corrections to underpayment of monthly wage and 
home use expense when the quarterly telephone bill payment is due to be reimbursed to the 
RFO. 

(d). Financial Regulations Update – to be put on July’s agenda for discussion. 
(e). Internal Audit Report and Letter – The RFO informed the Council that the Internal Audit is 

complete and everything was satisfactory.  Regarding the letter from the Internal Auditor, due to 
personal business this has not been received but should be available for next meeting. 
 

09. POLICE 
PCSO Ryan reported that a burglary has taken place at a property on Main Road.  Otherwise, the 
crime figures for Collyweston are very good now.  The van used for catching speeding vehicles has 
attended on a regular basis.  Cllr Cowan asked if another place could be allocated to where the van 
must be positioned.  PCSO Ryan will take this back to his bosses for discussion. 
The clerk mentioned that Sgt Hunt should be receiving the traffic census data from Northants County 
Council’s highway department to aid the Police. 
 
The Chairman suspended the meeting at 20.30 and the meeting resumed at 20.39. 
 

10. CEMETERY/CHURCHYARD 
Cllr Busby reported that – 

1. Churchyard – everything is fine. 
2. Cemetery – everything is fine.  One burial has taken place of a child, which the Council does 

not charge for.  An enquiry has been made for a memorial stone – awaiting the official 
application. 

 
11. HIGHWAYS 
(a). Traffic Census data – this has been emailed to the clerk and passed to Councillors for 

consideration.  Cllr Cowan asked if the information can go on the website, the clerk will find out.  
Also the clerk stated that Sarah Barnwell is willing to attend next month’s meeting to discuss the 
results, members agreed that this would be a good idea. 

12. CORRESPONDENCE  
(a). East Northants Community Governance Parish Review outcome – all members have 

received a copy of this from the clerk.  Nothing really relates to Collyweston, as it is mostly 
boundary changes elsewhere. 

(b). East Northamptonshire Council’s Who Does What poster – this was designed for Town and 
Parish Councils’, but would also aid the electorates when they need to get in touch with the 
correct authority, so it will be put on the website. 

(c). The Drove Housing (Exception Site) development invitation – 2.00pm July 2
nd

 most 
Councillors who are available will attend this important day.   

 

13.  SPECIAL PROJECTS  
(a). C.P.F.A. Annual Trustee meeting – this is to take place on Wednesday 16

th
 July at 7.30pm in 

the village hall. 
(b). Website – Cllr Cowan stated that this is now up to date with information and that the village 

Twitter feed is really taking off. 
(c). Energy Feasibility Study – the report from this will go on the website and Cllr Cowan requested 

that it also goes on July’s meeting agenda for discussion regarding involving other village groups. 

14.  ANY OTHER BUSINESS – None. 
 
15.  NEXT MONTHLY MEETING 

The next meeting is on Thursday 10
th

 July 2014 in the Village Hall at 7.30pm.   
 
 

There being no further business to discuss the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.36pm. 


