
 
 

 

 
 

LIGHTS OUT 
10-11PM, 4TH AUGUST 2014 

“The lamps are going out all over Europe, 

we shall not see them lit again in our life-time” 
Words spoken by Sir Edward Grey, Foreign Secretary in August 1914, 

as Britain’s ultimatum to Germany was about to expire 

 

What is LIGHTS OUT? 

LIGHTS OUT is an invitation to everyone in the UK to turn off their lights from 10pm 

until 11pm, leaving on a single light or candle for this shared moment of reflection. 

In a dramatic nationwide event, the UK will plunge into darkness between 10pm and 11pm 

on 4th August 2014: upon this darkened canvas single lights will appear across the four 

nations, marking the hour that Britain entered World War 1 one hundred years ago.  

LIGHTS OUT is a headline project of the cultural programme 14-18 NOW and was initiated 

by the Department for Culture, Media & Sport; 14-18 NOW is a curated programme of new 

art works across the UK that forms part of the official commemorations of the Centenary of 

the First World War, and is hosted within Imperial War Museums. LIGHTS OUT 

complements a candlelit vigil to be held at Westminster Abbey from 10pm-11pm on 

4thAugust. 

Every member of every community in the UK is invited to respond to LIGHTS OUT, bringing 

their own personal thoughts and reflections to the occasion. We understand many civic 

buildings, city landmarks, war memorials and other gathering places within local 

communities, are to become natural assembly points during the LIGHTS OUT hour. 

 

How local community organisations can take part in LIGHTS OUT 

Is there a local war memorial near you? Many community groups are organising candlelit 

gatherings at local war memorials as part of LIGHTS OUT. Some are researching the history 

and lineage behind the names listed on memorials. We are working closely with the Royal 

British Legion whose volunteers are organising candlelit gatherings: to connect with local 

Royal British Legion volunteers please go to: 

http://www.britishlegion.org.uk/membership/counties-and-branches/branches 

 

Could your organisation do something unique? Some local community groups and arts 

organisations have incorporated LIGHTS OUT in a very individual way; e.g. some choir 

rehearsals that night will be done by candlelight; book groups may gather to explore WW1 

poetry and literature by candlelight; arts organisations have invited local artists to engage 

with LIGHTS OUT by creating an artwork in response and displaying it by candlelight; some 

performing arts events on 4th August have incorporated a LIGHTS OUT element, for 

example, concerts or other performances taking place by candlelight, or by incorporating a 

single light display into the evening’s events. 

Could your local businesses take part? Every building can take part in LIGHTS OUT in 

some way. Offices and businesses can ensure all lights are switched off (where safe to do 

http://www.britishlegion.org.uk/membership/counties-and-branches/branches


 
 

 

 
 

so) and that a single light of any kind (e.g. a lamp, stairwell light, outdoor uplighter etc.) is left 

on.  

Links into local history: Some LIGHTS OUT participants have organised local events 

which draw upon local history, for example a display of local WW1 artefacts and/or research 

into local WW1 history.  

 

How will LIGHTS OUT be executed? 

o In the months before the public launch, LIGHTS OUT seeks the support and 
participation of UK local authorities, organisations, community groups, businesses 
and iconic buildings. LIGHTS OUT moments and affiliated events are uploaded on 
the LIGHTS OUT website.  

o For public launch (early July, tbc), LIGHTS OUT invites members of the public to 
participate between 10pm and 11pm on 4th August. Moments and events of public 
interest are advertised on the LIGHTS OUT website and will be publicised regionally 
and nationally.  

o Artists have been commissioned to produce large-scale outdoor artworks on 
4thAugust in response to LIGHTS OUT. Each one will take place in a carefully 
selected location and members of the public will be invited to experience them in 
person. 

o A digital artwork has been commissioned in response to LIGHTS OUT which will be 
free to download by all. 

o Working closely with the BBC and other media, LIGHTS OUT will be brought into 
people’s homes and hands on 4th August. 

For more information and to register your participation in LIGHTS OUT please email: 
lightsout@1418now.org.uk 

Disclaimer and Important information regarding our LIGHTS OUT project: We try to make the advice on 

how to take part in our LIGHTS OUT project as useful and reliable as possible. However, the purpose of this 

advice is to provide Local Community Organisations with general guidance and useful tips only. It doesn't 

necessarily deal with every important topic or cover every aspect of the health and safety considerations and 

might not be relevant or appropriate in all circumstances. It is not designed to provide professional advice and 

should not be relied on as such. If in any doubt, you should consult an appropriately qualified expert for specific 

advice before acting on any of the information contained in the advice provided. You should never attempt to 

carry out any activity which may put you or others at risk or which may cause damage to your or anyone else's 

property. The activities described shouldn't be attempted by anyone under the age of 18, or the inexperienced. 

Some activities such as those involving gas or electricity should only be carried out by qualified professionals. 

Always read and follow any relevant manuals and safety instructions. Also, if you have insurance cover you 

should check that your cover isn't invalidated by undertaking work yourself. We do not and cannot advise on 

planning permission or building regulation issues. To the extent permitted by law, we accept no responsibility 

(including loss, damage or injury) for your use of the advice we provide and you taking part in LIGHTS OUT. 

This document is confidential and the information held within is sensitive. It has been prepared for Local 

Community Organisations only and must not be copied, distributed or otherwise reproduced outside the intended 

and agreed recipients without the prior written consent of VCS Management Ltd or 14-18 NOW. Copyright © 

2014 VCS Management. The information held within this document may be subject to change. 

 

 

mailto:lightsout@1418now.org.uk
mailto:lightsout@1418now.org.uk
mailto:lightsout@1418now.org.uk
mailto:lightsout@1418now.org.uk
mailto:lightsout@1418now.org.uk
mailto:lightsout@1418now.org.uk
mailto:lightsout@1418now.org.uk
mailto:lightsout@1418now.org.uk
mailto:lightsout@1418now.org.uk
mailto:lightsout@1418now.org.uk
mailto:lightsout@1418now.org.uk
mailto:lightsout@1418now.org.uk
mailto:lightsout@1418now.org.uk
mailto:lightsout@1418now.org.uk
mailto:lightsout@1418now.org.uk

