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Minutes of the Collyweston Parish Council Monthly Meeting  
held in the Village Hall on Thursday 16th July 2014 at 7.30pm 

 
 
 

PRESENT: - Councillors: Mrs S. Busby (Chairman), Mrs L. Byrne, Ms F. Cowan, 

  Mr J. Baldwin and Parish Clerk/RFO: Mrs J. Hemingway  
   
   
01. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
Cllr J. Baldwin. 
 

02.  MEMBERS’ DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  
Cllr Fiona Cowan declared a pecuniary interest in item 5(d). 
 

03. MEMBER’S REQUEST FOR DISPENSATION - None. 

 

04. TO APPROVE MINUTES OF MEETING 12th June 2014 
It was Resolved that the minutes were a correct record of the meeting. 
Proposed by Cllr Cowan. Seconded by Cllr Byrne.   Agreed by all. 
 

05. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES - None 

.  

06. PLANNING 
(a). 14/00035/MIN/FUL Collyweston Quarry A47  – The Council has no objection. 
(b). 14/14/01008/FUL 1 Bluebell Lodge, Bluebell Yard – Objection submitted by Council on the 

grounds that the design, etc. does not fit in with the Conservation area. 
(c). 14/00995/FUL Ashleigh 12 Main Road - The Council has No Objection providing the materials 

used are as stated, and requests that if any materials change it should be consulted. 
(d). 14/00986/FUL the Walks, 19 High Street – The Council has No Objection. 
(e). Kings Cliffe Local Liaison Group Meeting Report by Cllr Cowan –  
Site operator’s report:  

 Site entrance is being widened so that HGVs emerging and turning left won’t have to swing 
over the wrong side of the road.  

 Clean Surface Water System: a growing proportion of the site is now filled and landscaped, 
so there’s more surface water (not the same as ‘leachate’) to run off. They have installed a 
system that will take it safely away and into the brook, and this will start working soon. 
(Potentially contaminated ‘leachate’ that’s been in contact with the cells continues to be used 
in the Soil Treatment plant, to bind with lime in the process and form a solid which is then 
buried.) 

 Soil treatment plant: Environment Agency (EA) is keen on minimising dust at source, rather 
than letting it happen then trapping it again. Therefore, there is new mesh around this plant to 
keep the dust in.  

 Cell 5b is now live and the lagoon for storing dredging sludge is in place. 

 Permit variations: Augean has to go through a process with EA to bring the details in their 
Permits into line with the updated Planning Permissions that they have from the County 
Council. This should be done by August. 

 Open Day will be in October, so anyone with questions about the Permit Variations (above) 
can ask them. EA will be there.  

 Thornhaugh site has operated since the 1990s, when cell engineering wasn’t as robust as it 
is today. Augean is applying to Peterborough Council for permission to dig up the oldest 
landfill, in the centre of the site, and re-bury most of it elsewhere on site where it has been 
engineered to today’s standard. This will take time and is a big project – even once it gets 
permission. This is to minimise the risk of long-term pollution. The waste is non-hazardous 
and mostly inert. The waste will be engineered so that water runs off it, rather than pooling 
which can lead to water seeping down into the waste layers. There will be a Public Exhibition 
about the proposals in September.  
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 Joint LLW monitoring with EA: The report is still being written but nothing untoward was 
found. The finished report will form part of a nationwide report comparing the environments 
around nuclear establishments and those where there is radioactive material. 

Community funding:  

 Last year £6,844 was raised from tax on the LLW deposited at the site. This year there is 
£18,000! There is also the larger ‘Augean Community Fund’ which distributes Landfill Tax 
from other waste. All village groups should apply without delay, for either Capital or 
Revenue (or both) funding: 

 Community Fund (the LLW one) has £18,000 to give away this year. Capital or revenue 
or both. At present the only decision maker is Heather Smith, our county councillor. It’s 
recommended that grants of under £5,000 are asked for. The application is easy and you 
get the money quickly.  

 Augean Community Fund (Landfill Tax) is for grants over £5,000. Greenscape find out 
from the applicant whether the project seems viable, before helping them to fill out the 
usual details (3 quotes, constitution, etc) – so you only have to engage with the red tape if 
there’s a good chance of success. Once the grant is approved, Greenscape come and 
meet the group, offer advice and support, and agree the Contract. The decision is made 
by a panel of Trustees. There is an equivalent Fund associated with Thornhaugh, and due 
to the proximity of the 2 sites there are proposals to link the two funds. Application 
deadines are in June and December. 
*** Andrew Budd   01908 247638  andrew.budd@grantscape.org.uk *** 
The next deadline for applications is 8

th
 December 2014. 

 Mick George Community Fund (Landfill Tax) works on the same basis. 

 Empowering Councillors Fund: Heather Smith has £7,000 per year to allocate around 
her constituency, which now includes Oundle. She is keen to sprinkle a little magic money 
around to enable projects to get going.  

Environment Agency: 

 Complaints: none! 

 Major audit of procedures and compliance was completed. Standards were found to be 
higher, across the board, than at many other sites. The report from this will be put in the 
public domain.  

 LLW: The amount of radioactive waste per year is increasing: 2,161 tonnes this year so 
far, compared to 3,000 for the whole of 2013. If there prove to be public concerns about 
LLW still, EA would consider holding another Open Day.   

County Council: Minerals & Waste Local Plan has passed Inspector and is declared ‘sound’ with just 
a few minor amendments.  
Any other business: 

 NDA compensation: Chris Leuchars of King’s Cliffe Parish Council still wants the County 
Council to press the Nuclear Decommissioning Authority to give King’s Cliffe similar levels 
of compensation to Cumbria and Dounreay. Unfortunately the scale of radioactivity 
handled here doesn’t compare with those sites, and to continue insisting that it does runs 
the risk of King’s Cliffe being obliged to take a lot worse than it does now.  

 Duddington: I raised the fact that they haven’t been to meetings for a while. Sandie 
Parsons (parish council chairman) had been invited. 

(f). Planning Meeting with East Northamptonshire Council – the clerk informed the Council that 
she was unable to complete the letter of complaint to the Monitoring Officer as requested due to 
work and personal commitments.  Cllr Byrne and Cllr Cowan will continue the letter the clerk has 
started, email to other members and once everyone is in agreement will email it to the Monitoring 
Officer.  The clerk thanked them for their help in this matter. 

(g). Section 106 Agreements and the Community Infrastructure Levy Monitoring Officer -. The 
Council is not aware of who has been appointed for dealing with these matters at East 
Northamptonshire Council.  Cllr Cowan stated she would write the letter of request for officer(s) 
names on behalf of the clerk. 

It was Resolved the Council writes a letter of request for Officer(s) names. 
Proposed by Cllr Cowan  Seconded by Cllr Byrne   Agreed by all. 

 
 

mailto:andrew.budd@grantscape.org.uk
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07. PUBLIC TIME – Two residents of Slate Drift informed the Parish Council that the Industrial 

site owner is now trying to re-open the mine.  A hole has been dug into the mine extracting logs that 
have been taken to English Heritage.  Noise is an ongoing problem as is out of hours working.  East 
Northamptonshire has been informed, but residents are getting fed up with having to keep diaries 
before any action is taken. 
Other points are  

 That the Planning Officer Carolyn Tait was given all evidence delivered by hand, but none of it 
was taken into consideration at February’s Development Control Committee meeting. 

 All trees have been removed and a large bund has appeared. 

 Enforcement has been notified. 

 Bats down the shaft mine. 

 Pre-consultation with Northamptonshire County Council is taking place to re-open the mine.  
No visit has been made by NCC yet. 

The Chairman thanked the residents for bringing this information to the attention of the Council, but as 
neither the yard or mine is an agenda item then the Council cannot discuss it at tonight’s meeting. 
 
The Chairman suspended the meeting for a short break at 8.08pm and reconvened at 8.30pm. 
 

08. FINANCE 
(a). Royal British Legion Section 137 donation towards celebration wreath – the RFO informed 

the Council that the cost of the wreath would be £20.00. 
It was Resolved to donate £20.00 for the Collyweston Wreath for the WW1 Ceremony on August 2

nd
 

2014. 
Proposed by Cllr Cowan   Seconded by Cllr Musgrove  Agreed by all 
Cllr Byrne abstained from voting as she is the ICC. 
 
(b). Monthly Receipts & Payments plus ICC’s approval 

Receipts  

Description – deposits made since last meeting Amount 

Barclays Bank – saver account quarterly interest £0.54 

Total deposits  £0.54p 
  

Payments  

Chq no. Description Amount 

101524 
101525 
101526 
101527 
101528 
101529 
101530 
101531 
101532 
101533 
101534 
Mth/04 
 
Mth/05 

Collyweston Village Hall – last year’s hall hire 
CPRE – annual membership fee 
BDO LLP - annual external audit fee 
E.ON – quarterly footpath lighting supply charge 
Mrs J. Hemingway – reimburse clerk’s pettycash, etc. 
Mrs S. Busby – Chairman’s annual allowance 
Ms F. Cowan – member’s travelling allowance 
Anglian Water – playing field water rates 
Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal – WW! Celebration wreath (Sect.137) 
Npower – playing field quarterly electricity bill 
CK Ink Direct Ltd – printer cartridges - CPFA 
Mrs J. Hemingway – monthly salary plus reimburse home use/internet 
August payment (as no meeting is held) - 
Mrs J. Hemingway – monthly salary plus reimburse home use/internet 

£   358.00 
£     35.00  
£   120.00 
£   319.99 
£     50.09 
£   275.00 
£       4.50 
£     14.41 
£     20.00 
£       6.68 
£     51.52 
£   453.61 
 
£   453.61 

 Total of invoices £2,202.11 

 
ICC Cllr Byrne examined the monthly invoices, approved them for payment, and confirmed that the 
monthly bank reconciliations were in order. 
 
It was Resolved that the invoices be paid under the Local Government Act 1982 and subsequent 
amended financial legislation:- 
Proposed by Cllr Musgrove.  Seconded by Cllr Cowan.  Agreed by all. 
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(c). External Audit Report – Everything was fine, minor issue was that the external auditor does not 
count the passported Council Tax grant from government as part of the precept. 

(d). Internal Audit Letter – The RFO informed the Council that the letter has not arrived, but its 
content would be that the Internal Auditor can no longer do the audits, so the RFO suggested that 
Councillors think about who should be appointed for this year’s finances and it will be put on 
September’s agenda. 
 

09. POLICE 
PCSO Butter apologised that no one was available, but passed a short report to the Clerk. 

 Good news – as a result of some excellent cross border work last month Cambridgeshire 
officers had a pursuit with a suspect vehicle.  The three offenders were arrested for the 
burglary at The Fox Pub, Thorpe Waterville and from a caravan in Fotheringhay that occurred 
back in April. 

 Crime – No reported crime for the month of June. 

 Events – Your local policing team assisted in providing a crime free antiques roadshow at 
Kirby Hall in early June. 

 Potential raves – your local team requires any information regarding early signs of raves in the 
local area.  Dog walkers, ramblers etc., please look out for locks cut on farm gates that you 
know are hardly ever opened or used.  Please call 101 to report and all calls are capped at 
15pence including from mobiles. 

 Thurning Feast – three local officers (including myself) have been assigned to assist with this 
year’s event.  I wish everyone involved with the feast every success. 

 Finally, have a great summer and we look forward to attending one of your meetings in the 
autumn. 

10. CEMETERY/CHURCHYARD 
Cllr Busby reported that – 

1. Churchyard – a tree needs looking at, so the clerk will contact tree surgeons for quotes. 
2. Cemetery – everything is fine.  However, the tree has been brought to the attention by the 

neighbour as they are worried it will fall on the wall.  The clerk will also get quotes for this. 

 
11. CORRESPONDENCE  
(a). WW1 Lights Out celebration on Monday 4

th
 August – the Council agreed that Collyweston 

should be registered as participating in this event. 
(b). Scrutiny Committee Survey by ENC – The clerk read out the questions and the Councillors 

answered them. 
 

12.  SPECIAL PROJECTS  
(a). Renewable Energy Feasibility Study – Cllr Cowan proposed that the next step should be to 

write to all the village groups and ask if they are interested in Energy Efficiency/Measures 
identified by the Consultation.  Once agreed it can then be put in Collyweston News and on the 
website requesting support.  A grant can be applied for a study to be done. 

(b). C.P.F.A. Annual Trustee meeting – this will now take place on Thursday 24
th
 July at 7.30pm in 

the village hall.  Cllr Cowan gave her apologies for personal reasons. 

13.  ANY OTHER BUSINESS. 
Cllr Busby gave a short report back on the Official opening of The Drove exception housing site.  It 
was a lovely ceremony and then everyone went to the Collyweston Slater afterwards for drinks and 
food. 

 
14.  NEXT MONTHLY MEETING 
The next meeting is on Thursday 11

th
 September 2014 in the Village Hall at 7.30pm.   

 
 

There being no further business to discuss the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.45pm. 


