
COLLYWESTON PARISH COUNCIL 

Report from Police Community Panel  

Tuesday 16th September 2014 at Yarwell village hall 

 

Introduction 

Councillors Cowan and Byrne attended this event on behalf of the Parish Council. It 

was chaired by Sergeant Andy Hunt. Also represented at the meeting were King’s 

Cliffe, Polebrook, Yarwell, Northamptonshire CALC and the Joint Action Group 

(which ratifies the new Priorities before they go ‘live’). 

 

Speeding: more sites have been approved for the Police Speed Van within 

Collyweston, inside the 30mph zone. They are using a mixture of the camera and 

hand-held laser guns. 52 tickets for speeding have been issued, and more than half 

the same number issued for not wearing seatbelts. Although Cllr Cowan could not 

report seeing any more Enforcement taking place, we are assured that more is! 

 

Speeding on the A43 through Collyweston was emphasised as getting worse not 

better. “Operation Shovel” involves motorcycle police especially at weekends, as far 

south as Stamford on the A43. The plan is to use high-visibility presence to change 

behaviour; and only another motorcycle can keep up with a speeding motorbike. The 

A43 and A605 are the only Red Routes within the SCT area.  

 

Burglaries The number of these is going up but there is no obvious pattern to 

explain why.  

 

Rural crime (and perception of it): Northamptonshire Police has been working with 

neighbouring forces. There has been a lot of good new intelligence gained.  

 

 “Policing for the Future” is the new initiative aimed primarily at cutting the cost of 

policing. There are 2 local pilot areas: Kettering is the urban one, the East 

Northamptonshire North SCT (ie Oundle) area is the rural one. There will be more 

emphasis on the community helping to ‘police themselves’. Sgt Hunt does NOT want 

officers removed from Oundle Station, because their local knowledge and contacts 

are essential, and the Community Panel reps attending this meeting supported his 

opinion. The police inspector in charge of implementing this initiative is Julie Meade.  

 

Joint service working: from 24th September the Police work more closely with the 

Fire Service in all areas, not just in delivering driver training as previously. A “rural 

response vehicle” containing a fire officer and a police constable will be used for a 3 

month trial period, for the purposes of education, ie fire safety and crime prevention 

advice. It will also be able to attend some emergencies, such as fires and collisions. 

 



Lack of follow-up: Cllr Cowan complained that 2 reports she had submitted recently 

by email were acknowledged by automated email but never followed up with a phone 

call or visit. Sgt Hunt will investigate. 

 

Fixed speed cameras: it was confirmed that the only ones still operational in the 

county are the Average Speed cameras supporting road works.  

 

Police priorities: given the lack of improvement in any of the targets from the last 

quarter, it was agreed that the same 3 priorities will continue for the next 12 weeks.  

 

Neighbourhood Watch: Cllr Cowan asked what could be done to relaunch NHW in 

Collyweston, given that all but one of the coordinators has moved away or resigned. 

Leaflets will be sent to the parish council, ahead of inviting Dave Robbins to host a 

public meeting, ideally combined with a Crime Prevention exercise with possibly free 

gadgets people can take home and use. This event should take place AFTER the 

“street-a-week” public contact exercise which is planned at some time between now 

and Christmas. It would be helpful if the village hall hire could be covered by the 

village in some way. 

 

Oil tanks: the best anti-theft measure is an alarm that sounds when the level 

suddenly drops. Syphon-proofing may lead criminals to drill a hole in the tank, which 

not only ruins the tank as well as stealing oil, but may lead to ground contamination. 

The lead contact on oil thefts is Phil Dobson.  

 

Next meeting: Wednesday 7th January. Venue to be confirmed. 

 

Fiona Cowan     18/9/14 


