
COLLYWESTON PARISH COUNCIL 

Report from External Funding seminar  

Wednesday 17th September 2014 at ENC, Thrapston 

 

Introduction 

Councillors Cowan and Byrne and Mrs Hemingway the Parish Clerk attended this 

event. It was presented by the district council’s External Funding Officer Su Davies. 

She provided printouts of sample application forms, which she went through in turn. 

 

Awards For All (National Lottery ‘community’ fund) 

 Easy to apply for, no match-funding required, no set deadlines, decisions 6-8 

weeks. 

 Awash with money; frankly, if you meet the criteria you’ll get what you ask for. 

 Ask for up to £10,000 per year, per group. Can be for more than one 

thing/project. You don’t have to account in detail for how you spend the 

money, but you have a year to spend it. A year after your ‘yes’ letter, you can 

apply for up to another £10,000. Every year! Can’t be used to pay staff, 

although you can ‘buy in expertise’ in the short term. 

 Can apply for more than one project at a time, up to a total of £10,000. If 

there’s a link between 2 (or more) projects, use one form. If not, send more 

than one form. 

 DO NOT MENTION heritage, arts or sports in your application, as these are 

covered by other Lottery funds and Awards for All will simply point you in their 

direction. 

 There are 4 criteria to qualify: 1) Better chances in life (eg training, exercise); 

2) Stronger communities; 3) Improved rural and urban environments;  

4) Healthy and more active people and communities. 

 Su is happy to look over your application before you send it. If rejected, she 

can help you rewrite it before you re-submit.  

 If your group is not registered for VAT some of the award can be used to pay 

VAT. But MAKE SURE ALL YOUR QUOTES INCLUDE VAT! 

 

Landfill tax funding  

The sample application form discussed at the seminar was the WREN form 

associated with the Weldon Landfill Site funding. This fund has now closed but it’s 

similar to all the others.  

 Mick George: flexible about how close your parish needs to be to the quarry, 

but the entire fund is relatively small. 

 Augean: parish must be within 10 miles of either the King’s Cliffe or 

Thornhaugh sites. 

 Match funding: check exactly what % matching is required. Also “Local 

Contribution”, which is an amount given back to the company to pay for the 



admin of the funding. Some landfill funders require the Local Contribution to 

be externally sourced. 

 If you don’t have all your match-funding identified, don’t apply for any Landfill 

grants till you have identified where it should be coming from.  

 

Heritage Lottery Fund 

 Focuses obsessively on the HERITAGE value of the project, rather than the 

Community or any Health or other benefits. Mention the wrong benefits and 

they’ll just redirect you to another Fund. Just being a ‘heritage building’ is not 

enough; preservation and increasing local knowledge are crucial elements. 

This grant is harder to get but they are flexible about the Local Contribution, 

up to the £100,000 limit anyway. 

 Two-stage application. First stage is to let them know whether they wish to 

ask for more details and progress the application. It saves wasting your time. 

 Donations of labour are given a monetary value using a formula. Unskilled (eg 

delivering leaflets, painting walls) £50 per day. Skilled £100 per day. 

Specialist/professional £150 per day.  

 

Sport England  (“Inspired Facilities” Fund) 

 This is to fund what you might call ‘sport for sport’s sake’. While they are 

happy for people to get fit, or interact with others, or get fresh air, while doing 

sport – it’s the sport itself that this fund really cares about. 

 Larger funders like this one allow you more than a year to complete the 

project once you have been awarded the grant money. 

 Ownership: they require a lease of at least 7 years if you don’t own the land.  

 

Reaching Communities  (another Big Lottery fund) 

 This is hard to get grants from. And it’s in 2 stages. Village play areas, play 

equipment, village halls are all favoured by this body. 

 Up to £100,000 is available, unless you’re in a qualifying area in which case 

the upper limit goes up a lot. It’s decided by postcode on the website. 

 They appreciate a phone call before you apply, to help you stand the best 

chance of success.  

 

Contact Su Davies, External Funding Manager for East Northamptonshire Council, 
for advice on obtaining funding from grant giving bodies: sdavies@east-
northamptonshire.gov.uk or telephone 01832 742191. 

 

 

Fiona Cowan     18/9/14 
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