
East Northants Resource Management Facility   
(aka King’s Cliffe hazardous waste landfill) 

Local Liaison Group meeting report 
Wednesday 3rd December 2014 at King’s Cliffe village hall 
 
Present: Phil Watson from Northamptonshire County Council (NCC) minerals & 
waste department, Kevin Burton Environment Agency (EA), Gene Wilson and Simon 
Moyle from Augean plc (who run the site), Eleanor Nicholson from Augean’s 
communication consultants, and Heather Smith our county councillor. From the 
villages only myself (Collyweston), Chris Leuchars (King’s Cliffe) and Daphne 
Sharpe (Easton on the Hill) were present. 
 
Site operator’s report:  

 New director of energy & construction division is Andrew Woolcock. He has 
consultancy and public sector experience and lives locally.  

 Site entrance widening has been delayed. It should happen next year.  

 3,600 tonnes of LLW (low-level radioactive waste) have been deposited this year, 
the most so far. More nuclear sites are being decommissioned around the 
country so the rate will keep rising. 

 Cell 5b has been started, the final phase of the original Planning Permission.  

 Western Extension: the application for an EA permit (which details exactly how 
this would be implemented) has been submitted. EA are assessing the 
application to see if they need any additional information before it is considered to 
be “duly made”. This is causing a delay, so Augean has postponed the Open Day 
till March, by when it should be out for public consultation and people (and parish 
councillors!) will be able to ask questions face-to-face if they wish to. 

 Thornhaugh: work starts early January to dig out 1970s waste which was 
dumped in unlined pits, and re-bury it in modern lined cells. Most of it is 
construction waste and rubble, some of which is being screened for suitability for 
cleaning and re-using as hard-core. As long as the process is done slowly and 
carefully, EA believe this is the best approach. There has already been some 
contamination of the ground with chloride and ammonia, but this should dissipate 
naturally once the source of the contamination is removed.   

 
Community funding:  

 Of the £18,000 available for community groups this year, £6,000 each has been 
awarded to King’s Cliffe Underground (the youth venue in the basement of the 
village hall) and to the revenue costs of the sports site. CHAT has applied for 
£2,000 additional funding for counselling for children affected by the closure of 
King’s Cliffe Middle School.  

 If the fund isn’t completely spent it can be rolled over to next year.  

 Grantscape who administer the grant are very good. They have simplified the 
application process, and help groups to fill in the application to ensure the best 
chance of success. They also follow up with groups afterwards. 

 The Thornhaugh and King’s Cliffe funds are now linked. Application deadines are 
in June and December. 
 

  



Environment Agency: 

 All 8 hazardous waste sites in the country have had their permits reviewed and 
harmonised, so they know they’re all working to the same standard. 

 EA are considering ‘aligning’ the two separate applications for hazardous waste 
and LLW so that we only have one consultation document to consider, since so 
much information (eg environmental impact assessments) applies to both. Fiona 
Cowan advised care, as the public does not consider the 2 types of waste in a 
similar way and might assume they have to respond to both applications with the 
same answer. After some discussion about this, and the pros and cons of online 
consultation documents, it was agreed to keep them separate but to combine 
some of the technical information. Also to have a ‘document map’ to facilitate 
navigation to the relevant parts of the document. And an Executive Summary. 

 Lagoon: When Augean applied to enlarge the soil treatment lagoon, EA found 
there was not enough information. They are now assessing the new submission 
to see if all the information they need is there. 

 Compliance: EA visited in the summer, inspecting the new fence to protect trees 
next to the site from dust, and water sprays to suppress dust. All were working 
well. Kevin also visited the morning of the meeting, and found that water from the 
lorry wheel-washer was running off the road; Augean has agreed to create a clay 
bund to stop that happening. 

 Monitoring: leachate levels tend to rise and fall because of extreme weather, 
and the limits permitted are very tight. EA are working with Augean to find a way 
to keep leachate levels more static. Public concerns about contamination of 
spring water in the village have been proved to be groundless; Horsewater Spring 
is monitored every 6 months and there is no contamination. 

 
County Council:  

 Minerals & Waste Local Plan has been adopted.  

 The next review is already starting. A ‘Call for Sites’ for future minerals and 
waste development has been issued (deadline yesterday). A public 
consultation on the sites proposed will follow in a few months.  

 NCC does quarterly inspections, checking that all planning conditions are 
being complied with. They are. 

 
Next meeting: Wednesday 3rd June 2015 
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