
COLLYWESTON PARISH COUNCIL 

Report from Police Community Panel  

Tuesday 13th January 2015 at Polebrook village hall 

 

Introduction 

Councillor Cowan attended this event on behalf of the Parish Council, and Paul Johnson from 

Collyweston attended as well. It was chaired by Sergeant Andy Hunt and PCSOs Tony Greening 

and Arthur Pereira also attended. “Policing the Future” is the new initiative aimed primarily at 

cutting the cost of policing. There are 2 local pilot areas: the All Saints area of Kettering (urban) 

and the East Northamptonshire North SCT area (rural). More emphasis on members of the 

community being vigilant and reporting anything unusual using a special hotline. The idea is a 

return to ‘old-style community policing’, where your local policeman was a familiar figure and 

neighbours were in the habit of looking out for each other.  

 

Oundle Station: Sgt Hunt confirmed that the Oundle Station will stay open. A further smaller 

office will open in an Oundle Town Council building, to act as the contact point for volunteers 

reporting intelligence, bypassing the public’s 101 service. The response to the call for volunteers 

has been very good – they already have over 500, with a target of 900 to reach.  

 

Business Watch: was launched in Oundle in early January, with an excellent response. It is 

intended to roll this out to the surrounding villages, and Collyweston has already expressed an 

interest via Twitter.  

 

Police priorities: a village representative proposed abandoning separate Priorities while ‘Policing 

the Future’ is ongoing; Cllr Cowan suggested making the project the only Priority. All agreed.  

 

Neighbourhood Watch: partly perhaps because the Panel no longer has a dedicated 

Administrator, Cllr Cowan’s previous attempt to get a NHW relaunch event combined with a Crime 

Prevention event in the village hall, timed for just after the “street-a-week” public contact exercise, 

didn’t quite work out as planned.  

 

Vehicle crime: there is a spate of thefts from vehicles and garages in villages. Typically, a gang 

will target one village in a night and then move on, making it harder to spot a pattern and thus to 

catch them.  

  

Catalytic converter marking kits: these are available free, and Cllr Cowan has requested some 

for Collyweston.  

 

Next meeting: Thursday 2nd April. Venue to be confirmed. 

 

Fiona Cowan     20/1/14 


