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Minutes of the Collyweston Parish Council Monthly Meeting  
held in the Village Hall on Thursday 19th February 2015 at 7.30pm 

 
 

PRESENT: - Councillors: Mrs S. Busby (Chairman), Mrs L. Byrne (Vice-Chairman),  

  Ms F. Cowan, Mr J. Baldwin and Mrs J. Hemingway (clerk/rfo).  
   
 
01        TO ACCEPT APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  
It was Resolved to accept apologies from Cllr Brown.  
Proposed Cllr Byrne. Seconded Cllr Cowan.  All agreed. 
 

02        TO CO-OPT NEW COUNCILLOR 
It was Resolved to co-opt Mr Ben Blake  
Proposed Cllr Cowan. Seconded Cllr Baldwin.  All agreed 
 
Mr Blake made his office of declaration and the clerk witnessed his signature.  The Chairman 
 welcomed Cllr Blake to the meeting. 

 
03        MEMBERS’ DECLARATIONS OF PECUNIARY INTEREST  
Cllr Cowan and Cllr Busby both declared a pecuniary interest in planning item 9 (c). 
 

04 MEMBERS’ REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATION - None. 

 

05   TO APPROVE MINUTES OF MEETING 12th February 2015 
It was Resolved that the minutes were a correct record of the meeting. 
Proposed by Cllr Cowan.  Seconded by Cllr Baldwin.  All agreed. 
 

06 MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES  
The clerk apologised to Council, as she had not included the planned litter pick in the report sent to 
the Collyweston News for February.  This event has now been cancelled, as the village hall is privately 
booked and time is short for getting the public involved. 
 

07 PUBLIC TIME - None. 

 
08 TO AMEND & ADOPT STANDING ORDERS 
It was Resolved to adopt the amended Standing Orders. 
Proposed Cllr Cowan.   Seconded Cllr Byrne.  All agreed. 
 

09  PLANNING  
(a) 15/00119/VAR Variation of condition 4 at Priors Hall Site – The Council submitted an “Objection” 

to this consultation. 
(b) NNJPU Pre-Submission North Northamptonshire Core Strategy consultation – Cllr Cowan replied 

with the Council’s comments on its behalf. 
 
Cllr Cowan and Cllr Busby withdrew from discussion and Cllr Byrne took the Chair. 
 

(c) 15/00239/OUT Proposed new dwelling in garden of 2 The Drove – to enable the new Councillor to 
view the documents the decision was postponed until after the recess.  
 
Cllr Busby resumed as Chairman  
 

(d) Northamptonshire County Council’s Biodiversity Supplementary Planning consultation –  
It was Resolved to submit comments to improve this document. 
Proposed Cllr Cowan.  Seconded Cllr Byrne.  All agreed. 
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(e) Northamptonshire County Council’s Upper Nene Valley Gravel Pits Special Protection Area SPD 
consultation – It was Resolved to submit “No comments”. 
Proposed Cllr Byrne.  Seconded Cllr Cowan.  All agreed. 
 

(f) CPRE Planning meeting at Great Houghton – Cllr Brown wishes to attend, Cllr Blake will consult 
his diary and if he cannot attend, then Cllr Byrne will. 
 

10 FINANCE 
(a) Bank Mandate/Online banking – the RFO informed members that the mandate has been 

accepted and online banking is now live.  However, the RFO stated that there is a problem and 
she has written a letter to the bank on behalf of the Council.  Members viewed the letter and 
agreed with the contents that are of a confidential nature. 
It was Resolved to send in the letter signed by the Chairman, Vice-Chairman and the RFO. 
Proposed Cllr Baldwin.  Seconded Cllr Cowan.  All agreed. 
 

(b) Monthly Receipts & Payments plus ICC’s approval 
Receipts deposited since last meeting 
Dorman & Son –  cemetery income for burial.  £200.00 
Set in Stone - cemetery income for headstone  £  70.00 
Andrew Woodhouse – cemetery income    £  50.00 
        £320.00 

Payments 

ICC Cllr Byrne examined the monthly invoices, approved them for payment, and confirmed that the 
monthly bank reconciliations were in order. 
 
It was Resolved that the invoices be paid under the Local Government Act 1982 and subsequent 
amended financial legislation. 
Proposed Cllr Baldwin.  Seconded Cllr Blake.  All agreed 
 
(c) E.ON letter regarding price changes and contract – the RFO read out the letter and was 

requested to telephone and negotiate a cheaper price.   
 

11 POLICE 
(a) Safety Community Team report – the Chairman informed members that no one would be 

attending as the team turned up last week by mistake. 
(b) No crime statistics have been received by the clerk. 
(c) Special Parish Constables – No one had attended the meeting, but the clerk has received another 

pack in the post.  No other information is forthcoming. 

 
The Chairman called a recess at 8.35pm and resumed the meeting at 9.00pm 
 
 
 

Chq no. Description Amount 

101572 
101573 
101574 
101575 
101576 
101577 
101578 
101579 
101580 
Mth/12 

Ms F. Cowan – members travel allowance 
Mr A. Brown – members travel allowance 
Northants CALC – new members training fee 
E.ON Energy Solutions Ltd – street lighting maintenance fee 
TCV – ground maintenance at Pocket Park 
Transfer of excess funds to CPFA project fund 
Anglian Water – cemetery and playing field water rates 
Mrs J. Hemingway – clerk’s reimbursements & petty cash imprest 
Ms F. Cowan – JSCC travel allowance to be reimbursed by ENC 
Mrs J. Hemingway – monthly salary plus reimburse home use/internet 

£     19.80 
£     23.40 
£     39.00 
£   170.86  
£   360.00 
£   600.00 
£     40.51 
£   241.56 
£     19.80 
£   453.61 

 Total of invoices £1,968.54p 
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09  PLANNING – Item (c) continued 
Cllr Cowan and Cllr Busby once again withdrew and Cllr Byrne took the Chair. 
(c) 15/00239/OUT Proposed new dwelling in garden of 2 The Drove – Cllr Byrne, Cllr Blake and Cllr 

Baldwin considered the consultation during the recess and 
It was Resolved to “Object” to the application because it is against the RNOPT for Collyweston, 
too near to neighbouring properties including the electrical substation and the rear access is on an 
unadopted road and would be crossing over a Spire Homes tenant’s parking spaces. 
Proposed Cllr Byrne. Seconded Cllr Baldwin.  Agreed by Cllr Blake. 

 
Cllr Busby resumed as Chairman. 
 

12 CEMETERY/CHURCHYARD 

Cllr Busby reported that – ground maintenance has resumed and 
(a) Churchyard: all is well. 
(b) Cemetery: A burial took place and problems arose with the gravedigger employed by the Funeral 

Director covering another used plot with the spoil, which was dealt with after Cllr Busby 
telephoned complaining.  The grave was backfilled too high resulting in a two foot mound, and 
whilst settlement does happen, it would still not be sufficient.  The ground maintenance man has 
rectified this, but the clerk was asked to write to the Funeral Director regarding these problems. 
It was Resolved that the ground maintenance contractor be asked for an invoice for the extra 
work done (outside of his remit) and that the clerk should include the cost in the letter. 
Proposed Cllr Cowan.  Seconded Cllr Baldwin.  All agreed.   

 

13 HIGHWAYS  

(a) Bell Yard signage – the Clerk informed members that after more correspondence stating that the 
land registry calls it Bell Yard, not Bluebell Yard, it was agreed with East Northants Council to just 
move the current sign and attach it with The Drove street sign.  The Council felt that ENC had 
caused all the problems for both it and the residents by not following their own policy on street 
names. 

(b) Roadworks on A43 – Cllr Cowan stated that the A43 road works at Weldon caused unnecessary 
hardship for commuters as no clear diversion signs were used.  The clerk will write a letter of 
complaint to NCC Highways. 

 

14 CORRESPONDENCE 
(a) Digital by Default – Report by clerk circulated to members prior to meeting was taken as read.  No 

action required now, but would be reviewed later on in the year. 
 

15 SPECIAL PROJECTS 

(a) Feasibility Study – to be put on next agenda to discuss the quotes. 
(b) Community Funding Fair – Cllr Cowan attended and her report was taken as read. 
(c) Collyweston Playing Field Association – Cllr Busby read out a short report stating that ProHelp 

and the Big Lottery were approached for funding for a clubhouse. 
 

16 ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
(a) The clerk passed copies of correspondence regarding the BT phone box on High Street.  To be 

discussed at next meeting. 
 

17   NEXT MONTHLY MEETING 
The next meeting is on Thursday 9

th
 April 2015 in the Village Hall at 7.30pm.   

 
 
 

There being no further business to discuss the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.37pm. 


