
COLLYWESTON PARISH COUNCIL 

Report from Police Community Panel  

Wednesday 15th April 2015 at Oundle 

 

Introduction: Councillors Cowan and Brown attended this event on behalf of the 

Parish Council. It was hosted by Inspector Julie Mead and PC Paul Mitchison – who 

is Acting Sergeant since Andy Hunt’s promotion elsewhere. A new Inspector means 

a new style of meeting: fewer statistics, more talking. And hot drinks available 

throughout – most welcome. 

 

Welcome, Jules!  Julie Mead has 7 years to go 

before retirement, and she intends to spend all of 

them in East Northants. Originally from the North 

East, she is trained as a dog handler and also as a 

negotiator. She is married with a family, and seems a 

lively and creative-minded person. She’s on Twitter 

as @InspJulesMead, and chats with @Collyweston 

there regularly. 

 

Futures project update: With £40 million cut from its budget, but having also 

pledged to keep 1,220 officers, the need for trained and properly-equipped 

volunteers to help the Police is clear. It should not be seen as ‘policing on the cheap’ 

– it is ‘everyone helping to protect us all from crime’.  

 

Oundle Station: There will still be a station but it will be moving into Fletton House, 

a new multi-purpose building currently under construction near the Library.   

 

Crime: The number of reported thefts from vehicles is down. People are learning 

not to leave anything visible inside their car – unfortunately some thieves are starting 

to target even empty-looking cars just in case there’s something of value that they 

can’t see. Putting security markings on catalytic converters means that when 

Police raid scrapyards they can identify stolen ‘cats’ and trace their original owners, 

leading to prosecutions. The figures for violent crime appear to have risen sharply, 

but this is almost entirely due to how they are recorded: for example, if a neighbour 

reports two ten-year-olds fighting in the garden, the Police have no choice but to 

record this as a ‘crime’; Inspector Mead confirms that analysis of the cases shows 

that the number of reported violent incidents that we would all recognise as a ‘crime’ 

has remained the same. Burglaries are on the decrease, thanks to crime prevention 

advice and free security gadgetry which the Police have been able to give away 

thanks to £1,000 from the Empowering Councillors grants. Cllr Rupert Reichold’s 

grant provided free electric timer-switches – which, along with other gadgets for 

protecting your home, can be obtained FREE from the parish council by emailing 

collywestonpc@gmail.com or visiting the village website 



collywestonpc.wordpress.com. You can also ring the parish clerk, Mrs Jo 

Hemingway, on (01780) 444311. The likelihood of offenders being apprehended 

has been increased through cross border co-operation and exchange of information 

between Northamptonshire Police and the forces in the neighbouring counties. 

 

Security in the summer: now that the warmer weather is here, it’s tempting to leave 

windows and doors open to let the fresh air in. Opportunist thieves, who will just look 

like someone you don’t know walking past your home, will casually try door handles 

or wander round the side of a property looking for a way in. So, don’t make it easy 

for them. And if someone you don’t recognise seems to be hanging around outside, 

go and say hello and ask if you can help… if they’re up to no good, they will go 

away.  

 

Speeding traffic: PC Mitchinson was disappointed that only 3 villages have so far 

signed up for Community Speedwatch. Cllrs Cowan and Brown pointed out that the 

new requirement, before a village can seek volunteers to train with the radar guns, to 

get signatures from 20% of the village saying they support the scheme, is a serious 

barrier. Many villages have lost their schools, post offices, pubs. Even in 

Collyweston, which is lucky enough to have a village shop, cannot realistically get 90 

signatures from residents without going door-to-door – which is intrusive and can be 

scary for vulnerable people. PC Mitchinson said he would reconsider this problem. 

 

Speed limits: A resident of a nearby village complained that the speed limits 

through Easton on the Hill and Collyweston are unrealistically low, considering how 

straight the A43 is. Cllrs Brown and Cowan put him right: Easton used to have 

regular serious accidents at Toll Bar Corner (where the 40mph limit starts) the most 

recent of which was fatal. And on the way out of Collyweston towards Duddington, 

there have been too many near-misses, as drivers overtake when it’s unsafe, on the 

way to Duddington roundabout where every few months someone dies going too 

fast. The gentleman withdrew his grumble.  

 

Next meeting: the date and venue are to be confirmed.  

 

 

 

Fiona Cowan and Alistair Brown    16/4/14 

 

 

Footnote: Several businesses in Collyweston, including self-employed individuals 

working from home, have signed up to Business Watch. This network aims to 

spread the word rapidly round the village if something suspicious is happening, so 

that criminals are spotted early and necessary precautions taken. Anyone who would 

like to join this scheme should contact PCSO Nadia James at Oundle Station (dial 

101) or Cllr Fiona Cowan (collywestonpc@gmail.com).  


