
East Northants Resource Management Facility   
(aka King’s Cliffe hazardous waste landfill) 

Local Liaison Group meeting report 
Wednesday 3rd June 2015 at King’s Cliffe village hall 
 
Present: Phil Watson from Northamptonshire County Council (NCC) minerals & 
waste department, Kevin Burton and Roy Mantas Environment Agency (EA), Gene 
Wilson and Simon Moyle from Augean plc (who run the site), Eleanor Nicholson from 
Augean’s communication consultants, and Heather Smith our county councillor. 
From the villages Chris Leuchars and Michael Day (King’s Cliffe) and Barbara Murie 
(Tixover) were present as well as myself. 
 
Site operator’s report:  

 Site entrance widening – the planning application is still awaiting a decision. 
Expect it to be done next year.  

 The 2 cells containing waste that are closest to the King’s Cliffe Road, #5a and 
#2b, are currently being capped. The final ‘topping’ will be with grass seed, so 
when grown it should look pleasantly neutral from the public road.  

 Site ‘operation’ (ie filling it with waste) is due to finish at the end of 2016, and 
Augean will submit to EA a programme of capping, which will take place 
gradually whilst the last of the cells are being finished. Being ‘capped’ has the 
added benefit of aiding the absorption of rainwater, thus reducing the amount of 
leechate (ie ‘dirty water’ that seeps down into the waste layer.  

 Low level radioactive waste (LLG) – the application will be ready to go to EA by 
the end of June. By July 3rd it will be on the Augean website for the public to view 
and Augean will email a link so we can find it easily. It’s a huge document – 100 
pages – but there is a 4-page Non Technical Summary which should provide 
enough information for anyone less able to engage with the technical 
assessments in detail.  

 Open Day –  Saturday 18th July, to include among other things the chance to 
ask questions about the consultation (see above). As well as Augean staff and 
the technical experts they used to compile the application, the EA has been 
allocated a separate room where the public can ask questions. In addition, if the 
Open Day doesn’t provide enough opportunity to get the clarification people may 
find they need, EA says it may extend the consultation period. 

 Quantities of waste – the amount of LLW this year is about the same as last 
year (about 4,000 tonnes). The amount of (other) hazardous waste has increased 
in the last 6 months. LLW makes up 3.4% of the total waste going in, with most of 
it at the less radioactive end of the scale that is permitted for King’s Cliffe. The 
site as a whole looks set finally to close on schedule, or maybe even a little bit 
early. The reason for LLW not continuing to increase is that funding cuts at the 
Nuclear Decommissioning Agency has slowed down the decommissioning of old 
power stations; much of the LLW that does come is non-nuclear (eg from 
hospitals, labs, etc). 

 
Community Fund: County councillor Heather Smith continues to have the final say 
on which applications are approved from the pot derived from the amount per tonne 
of LLW which is levied on Augean. She consulted the meeting about several 
applications, including a request from King’s Cliffe First Responders for £4,500 for 



two defibrillators (£2,000 awarded)and one from Oundle Rural MIND for £12,000 
(£1,000 awarded). The key difference between this fund and the Landfill Tax fund is 
that revenue costs, such as wages and maintenance, can be funded – an example 
being £8,000 towards the salary of the King’s Cliffe Underground manager, whose 
job now includes fundraising and grant applications to secure the future of this 
important community facility. A small grant of £600 was also made to Duddington 
village hall for a cooker and fridge.  
 

Environment Agency: 

 Consultations: the application for a variation to the hazardous waste permit 
received no comments from the public, despite being advertised in 3 local 
papers. It is expected that the forthcoming application about LLW may well attract 
more public attention. EA commented that the variation itself, which is to alter the 
standard of engineering of the cell for LLW, is an improvement.  

 Monitoring: leachate levels over the winter have exceeded the permitted level, 
due to short but very heavy bursts of rain which could not dissipate quickly 
enough; Augean have been asked to look into this and take necessary action. 
Normally any excess is pumped out and either used in the Soil Treatment plant, 
or taken away in tankers to another Augean site for safe disposal. 

 Groundwater chloride levels were found to be ‘elevated but not high’ in 2 
boreholes, and Augean are investigating this. It may be passing through the site 
having originated in another source, such as a nearby landfill or even from road 
gritting; it is below the level that impacts wildlife in rivers, and far below anything 
harmful to humans. [Note: if this is reported again at the next meeting FC will 
express concern.] 

 Landfill gas emissions were slightly elevated in one spot; being investigated. 

 Dust emissions were within the permitted level in all areas.  
 

County Council:  

 Minerals & Waste Local Plan is under review. The next round of consultation 
will seek views on whether the sites earmarked for future mineral extraction or 
waste disposal are still considered suitable.  

 
The meeting closed at 3.25pm. 
 
Next meeting: Thursday 3rd December 2015 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Report by Fiona Cowan      3/6/15 


